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1. It was a wonderful Week- a week
enjoyed by all who visited the Valley for the
occasion, and there were many visitoré
number who had been absent from the place for
many years and others who had been gone for
just a short period, returned to join with the
residents and take part in the festivities and
functions and at the same time to renew old
acquaintances and exchange r orecount

experiences and happenings of the days gone by.

In that there was an added pleasure.

And the Valley was a picture as though God in
His Goodness had clothed it in its best robes to
welcome those who had come from near and
far, as well as to pleasthe inhabitants. Who
have much to be grateful for in that respect, on
such an historical occasion. It was there in all its
splendour and its beauty for one and all to give
upon from one end to the other and in all
directions.

The mountains, hills, ridgeand meadows
with their varying shades ajreen reflected by
the sunlight during theday and in the evening
changing to bluesand purples draping the
mountains and hillsides and down into the glens
with the softening light of the setting sun adding
a mellowness and softness which did the
eyesight good to feast upon.

2. Friday, 9th October, the day before
the opening was perfect, with the sky blue,
warm and glorious sunshine, a real October day
suchas our Australian poet Henry Kendall, loved
to put into verse.During the night a wind sprang
up and on Saturday that wind blew cold, cutting,
biting and wunkind. Indeed it was very
disagreeable, remorseless and without pity, and
not at all in keeping with the feelings of the
humans on that day. itaused themd dress as
for winter and those who neglected to do so felt
its blast very keenly.
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It showed no mercy to théloats on which no
thought of time and trouble had been spared to
make them bright and gay with decorations. The
gaily coloured streamers, flowers, bunting and
greenery were fine playthings for the wind when
it took pat in the pageant in its boisteus
mood, what a pity it seemed, that such a thing
should happen to man's part of adding beauty to
the already beautiful natural stoundings.

During the opening ceremonies
From left Wes Vance, William Whitehall, Archie
Chittick and H. O. Cox

Regarding that procession of floats and the
procession in general, which included bright
marching music supplied by mmbers of the
Berry band, and marching by school children and
others, it was a very fine and worthy effort
depicting may methods of transport an indty
from the earliest times to those of the present
day. Those who took part in it deserve the
highest prase and commendation for their
enterprise and the interest and work they put
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into it to make it such a success. Was a
procession fit to rank alongsidbdose that have
been heldm much bigger towns and cities.

Near the War Memorial in the centre of the
village was the scene of the opening of the
OWeek's" proceedings. The honour of
performing hat duty was conferred on Mr. W.
Whitehall who had been born in the Valley and
had risen to a very high and responsible position
in the Customs Department of the Blic Service
and now resides in VictoridWith him at the
platform were Messrs. A.R. Chittick, president of
the Progress and Tourists Association and
connected with a omber of organisations
working br the welfare of thecommunity and
holding an executivgosition in each and who
for about sixteen years had been president of
the P. and C. Associatiofl. O.Cox who has
been associated with all the activities of the
community that stand foprogress, and also has
been associated with the civic matters hayin
been connected with the old Cambewarra Shire
for many years as a Councillor and also as
president, and became first president of the
Shoalhaven Shire when amalgamation of shires
took place; L. WVance anther of the stalwarts
in the afairs of theValley and who is secretary
of the A. and H. Association and of the School of
Arts Committe: J. Wilson of whom more later.

In a short introductory addresdir. Chittick
made reference to the work of the Association
and outlined the object of holding suéhweek.
He also stated the efforts which had been made
to obtain inbrmation for the purpose of
compiling a history of the Valley, and paid high
tribute the work done by the late Mr. Reuben
King in this respect, but unfortunately Mr. King
had passed awayedfore he had completed the
work. However it had been possible to have the
work completed by Mr. W. Bayley of the
Crookwell School and Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society and wchom the thanks of
the Assocition are extended Copies are now
ready forsale.
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Mr. Chittick then introduced Mr. Whitehall,
who, after stating his great pleasarat being
AYOAGSR G2
terms of the scenic beauty of the Valley and as
one who had been privileged twavel in many
parts of the world mcluding many beauty spots,
said you would go a long way to find anything
better. He also eulogised on the richness and
fertility of this beautiful valley and referred to
the settlement and industry othe early days
and those of teday.

After declaring tle & 2 S Sopen Mr. White
hall was presented with a copy of the hista
the Valley by Mr. L.W. Vance.

Speakers wh traced the course and
advancenent of the farming industry and the
work of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society
were Messrs. HO. Coxand L.W. Vance. Both
viewed its future with great possibilities for
further development and increased prodtimn.

There was a big crowd gathered ahet
Showground to watch the judging of theldats
and other exhibits of the processiomhey were
also entetained at a display by schoolchildren
and football and hockey matches. Despite the
bleakness of the wind all present appeared to
enjoy the outing which defly took the form of a
picnic.

Seen among other old identities of thé&lley,
mingling with the cowd was Mr.Henry Marden
% K 2wagin't goingé he said and also sall & K S
Y S@SNI 0 NP ] oweer &s the PodUIR f
some gentle and then some forceful persuading
on the part of an old friend and visitor, Mrs.
Ross, he broke his word for once, for which he
may be forgiven, and went along decked out in
his best suit.

Also other old personalite who were seen
on the opening day were Mr. Thomas Jarrett, a
staunch and devout churchman as well as being
a greatly respected and highly esteemedzeiti
Mr. Bob (Pop) Neville arniliar figure often seen
driving up to or through the village with his
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Peggy Synold (riding side saddle so elegantly) receiving |
prize from William Whitehall

horse and sulky from his home across the
Hampden Bridge. He was one avicould tell a
yarn or tall tale from days gone byir. Jim
Nugent to whoml shall referin my notes on the

0 NR L) bk QuK Fheréd may have been
others of the old residents presenivhom |
missed seeing but no doubt all were enjoying the
celebrations.

Some there were who through illness were
unable to join in and the sympathy and good
wishes were extended to them.

Such a crowd attended the dance at night
that it was rather usomfortale for the dancers.
However none seemed to mind this. The School
of Arts Hall proved to be, as it usually does, on
very special occasions, too small to
accommodate the number of patrons who came
along.

That night, too, the children's playground
was openedn the gounds adjoining the hall

3. Sunday was devoted to religious
observances. The usu&@hurch services were
held in the various Churches in the mornigd
evening. A the Church of tb Good Shepherd
morning service the infant daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Mervyn Nowland was baptised.

John Thomson

At half past one there was a gathering at the
War Memorial Monument where the memory of
those who gave their lives in World Vigarand I
was honoured by the placing of wreaths in token
of remembrance on behalf of the members of
the local Sulbranch of the R.S. L by the
President, Mr. Cyril Dent, while Mr. H.O. Cox
acting on behalf of He President of the
Shoalhaven I8re placed ae from the residents
and another was added by Mrs.  on behalf
of

After the placing of the wreaths all present
observed two minutes silence as a further
tribute to those who paid the supreme sacrifice.

Folowing the ceremony, which took placg
the Monument and was short and impressive,
the assembly moved up to the School of Arts hall
where a combined service by Protestant
denominations clergymen was held and in which
four took part representing Anglican, Methodist,
and Presbyterian followers

The address was delivered by ReWw. G
Kingston Rector dfakemba and who over thirty
years ago was in charge of Kangaroo Valley
Parish and ministered to Anglican Parishioners
here.

In his address to the large congregatibfr.
Kingston paid tribute angbraisedthe work of
the pioneers who had carriedn the good work
of developing andmproving the great dairying
industry for which the valley is notednd which
is now one of the saees ofsupplyof milk from
the South Coasfor the Ciy of Sydney. Elalso
referred to the hard and heroic struggle of men
and women in the early days in their efforts to
develop the resources of this rich and fertile part
of our State.He also spoke of the keen interest
displayed l§ them in connection with the
religiows life of the community as mar@sted in
the vaious Churches to be found in the various
pans of the otlying centresand inthe village
itself. These are fittig memorials to a staunch
and loyal peom.
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4. Monday came and with ithe first
of the organised tots which had been arranged.
A bus ad a number of carsonveyedthose who
cared to take part in the outing. The objects of
the tourswere at least threefold

(a) Toview the scenic beauty of the Wy in
the different parts;

(b) To inspect and see what has been done in
the way of pasture improvements and

(c) © help those who had resided in the
Valley inyears gone by to recollect and -all
memoriesof the past

Leaving the Valley the route was first over Valley Pioneer D A. Nelson (Peggy's dad)
Tiety’ S Ml turning left on the slope on the congratulating William Whitehall, Master of
Nowra Road on to the Berry Road ovéret Ceremonies

bridge across Harper's Credten left again off

that road down through Harper's Creek this time
with a concrete crossing and dowto the
property of Mr. Arthur Néson of Glen Murray.

On this journey Mr. H O. Cox acted as

commentator on the bus interspeArsed with _Butler Brothers.

assistancdrom Mr.5 ® ! & b Sfoithe/y USEtfAY3I &

old and presentowners of the properties Mr. Harry Smart's farm adjoins that of Mr.

Arrived at the scene passengers alighted from  Arthur Nelson and Harry is in everything that
the bus and the cars and walked some distance  goes for advancement in the Valley. His eldest

made d the property of Mr. A. RChitick where

a further inspection of pastures was made.
During the trip to and from Glen Murray
reference was also made to the work done in
that direction by Messrs. H. Smart, S. Nelson and

to inspect the improvements carried out on the son, Harry, is an Agronomist in the M. I. A. of
pastures and a short but interesting talk alto Riverina. Mr. Jack Butler, and his father, who
what had been done was given by the passed away some yearsoagvere Councillors in

Govenment Agronomist,Mr. Macdonald who the Cambewarra Shire. Jack still lakes a big

accompanied the tourists on the bus. When this interest in most Valley affairs.

was done all returned to the transport facilities

and on the way back to the vitla a sbp was Back at the village a halt was made at the
oFriendly Inig to enable those who cared tdo

so to have axrefresheg before proceeding to
Bendeela,down the Kangaroo Rivethe next
portion of the trip.

Befae reaching the bridge on theftestands
the Rectory built after the English style and
occupied by the present Rector Rev. Hawkins
and Mrs. HawkinsTall pine trees which once
lined both sides of the grouts were cut down

- . . after permission had been obtained from His
William Whitehall sashing Val Cox (daughter of H. O. C .
for the winning float of the parade Grace the Archbishop of Sydney, Dr. Mowill, on
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condition that on® of smaller species were
planted. This has been done along the front.

On the opposite side of the road is
oRiversideé Guest House for a goauiany years
owned and conducted by Mrs. Cora Cullen,
whose husbandip to the time of his dedt was
Clerkof Cambewarra Shire, and her ligr Mr.
Williams was in charge of Barremga School
before his retirement from the diication
Department. The Guest House has for some
years keen under different management.

In the village lives Mr. John Weaver, secretary
of the Progress Association, and is one who is
keenly interested in matters relating to its
welfare.

A band of tireless women workers is ever
ready in making a success of all functionkihe
benefit the place.

Leaving the main road anditning left some
little distance after crossing thlampden Bridge
which spanghe Kangaroo River and is the only
suspension bridge of its kind now left in the
State with its stately castle turret approaches,
the road passes on down the rivéarough forest
timbered country with saw millen either side
before reaching Jack's Cornesad turn off to
the right. Down that road some distance the
countryopens to some cleared farm lands which
again stretch back ¢ the timber in the
mountains.Down here, toowas a modern saw
mill ownedby Mr. C. Bwardes and so Jim.An
accident at the mill in which Jim met hileath

Bill Lawson in charge of a vehicle that started life as a
model Ford
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caused the father to give up the projeand try
to dispose of his interests.

Back to the turn off the road then folvs still
through forest land ad down an inclingpass to
where the country opensut into rich river flats
on the left with thickly timbered mountain
country on the right. Dairy farms extend along
the river and years ago it was a thriving area
with a school which had an enrolment of up to
thirty one pupils and also a Church both diigh
have disappeared.

The place chosen for the pic lunch and
terminus of the Bendda portion of the trip was
the old home of the Rendall Family of the early
days and now occued by Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Rendall.

On the opposite side of the river are the
farms which formed the settlement of Budgong
and extending from the Budgong Gap along the
flat plateau like formation stretching to within a
quarter of a mile of a precipitous asnt to the
summit of Mount Scanzi the highest peak in this
area. This country ppears to be of poorer
quality than that on theBendeela side.

From Bendeela the road proceeds down the
river for some considerable distance to where
the river runs into a gorge before reaching the
ShoalhavenAt its terminus the road is joined by
one leadng to Moss Vale while a bridle path
once led down past the Meryla gold diggings on
to what was known asiThe Stairwag leading
into Bundanoon.Down in here is to be seen
some of the densest growth gflant life in the
river valley.

In the grounds of the old home of thiRendall
Family was the scene afpicnic lunch in the real
Australian fashion and in a way that would be
greatly enjoyed and appreciated by Royalty or
any ViceRegal representatives if only the
opportunity could be gien them b take part in
such an outing. A carefree gathering, happy,
most friendly in associations and surrounded by
an expanse of natural beauty on every side with
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the river, on the banks of which, grow tall oak
trees, winding its way quietly down throhghe
Valley to the Shoalhaveit was a basket picnic
held in community style, and those baskets
contained delicacies of various kinds, very tasty,
and appetising and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Added to the repast for this special occasion was
a deliciousand beautiful cake made in honour of
one of the visitorsMrs. Egan the oldest living
person born atBendeela The cake was cut by
the guest of honour and each person present
was given a small piece as is dami¢h wedding
and birthday cakes.

On behalfof Bendeela residents and Progress
Association Mr. Sampson welcomed the visitors
and expressed the great pleasure it gadlvem to
have been able to be associated in thigeck to
the Valley Weekin such avay and to know that
so many had availed themselvesf the
opportunity to come along.

Mr. Whitehall who had opened the Week on
Saturday respotied on behalf of the visitors.

Fom Bendeela the tourists were brought
back b the main road and viewed the pastures
improvements on the properties of Mr.. Bood
then on to the foot of BarrengayrMountain. On
the left nearing he foot of the mountain are to
be seen a little Church in which services are held,
and the School, which at one period had an
enrolment of sixtytwo children. The school
which is not now in s has a residence attached
which is occupied by Mr. C. Green his wife and
daughter Edith. Mr. Green was for a number of
years Clerk of Cambewarra Shire before his
retirement. His daughterEdith, is assistat at
Mr. Cyril Dent's store.

This is a drivahrough what is perhaps the
mostbeautiful part of the Valley as seen on both
sides of the road and was seen at its best. On the
return from here the tourists inspected the
pastures improvements on Mr. A. Russell's
property and then were conveyed taVlelrossg
the property and home of Mr. H. O. €oHere
the Government Agronomist of the Shoalhaven
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area, Mr. Macdonald announced the winners of
the competition and made known that Mr. Cox
had suceeded in winning both competitive
areas and congratulated him on tdsccess. He
also received the congratulations of all present.

Mr. Cox said that naturally he was pleased to
be the winner but at the time he congratulated
the rest of the competitors on the fine effort put
forward by them and there was no doubt that as
a result of their effort there was a vast
improvement in the pastres on those
properties, which was a great step towards
increased andbetter production in the valley.

Afternoon tea was servetb the visitors and
greatly appreciated and enjoyed by them from
Mrs. Cox, her daughters Wilma and Valerie and a
number of helgrs.

While here Mr. LW. Vance presented Mr.
Macdonald with a copy of thedHistory of
Y| y 3+ NP 2and+in doingSsb énade fitting
referenceto the excellent advice given and great
interest dispayed by Mr. Macdonald in the
farmers of the Valley and theiwork done on
their respective farms and saitl afforded him
very greatpleasure b make he presentation on
their behalf.

Mr. Macdonald in reciing the gift thanked
the people for their appreciation offis efforts
and praised them for their coperation with
him and also for the splendid results achieved in
their endeavour to improve their pasture lands.

l'y AyalLSOoGaAz2zy ol a
property by many very interestedvisitors
including some of those who had been residents
of the valley in forrer years.

0KSy

Soon afterwards the busridved to convey
those who hadravedled on it back to the village
and those who had made the touwy car also
began to move off. A vergappy day had been
spent by dland theblue and purple colourings
began b clothe te hills as the sun sank behind
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them and added to the glorious beaubf the
scene as the journey was made back home.

At night in the School of Arts hall there took
place a socialahering that will live in memry
of all who were present while life lastwith
them. It was a gdtering in which all played a
part and was ofsuch a nature, happy, caifeee
and full of the friendliest feeling that could
possiblybe to gladdenthe heart of one and all.
There was the music of instruments and the
music of voices and the singing was golbavas
a night of songcommunity singing andtems
from the stage by visite and locals, rad the
songs were those loved kil -- some of thog
that have been sung through the ages, and will
still live and be sung when most of those of
modern times will have passed away and are
forgotten. Those who rendered the items could
sing too, and there was no doubt about that and
amongst the visitors wheoendered items were
Miss Wilkinson wbse singing was greatly
admired, Miss McKimm who gave a fine
rendition of a composition of her owmiMy
Lovely Valley Fa&iand Mrs. Ross who delited
all with heNJ NBY RS NA y 3
Y S3 2 FThevwmiedof the artists including
the welkknown and greatly esteemed local ones
were very much appreciated andcluded two
young locals Fayalvson and Elva Dent who
assisted with a pianoforte duet. Mrs. S. Jarrett
also added to the enjoyment of the concert by
her rendering of two recitations.

Part of the programme was apportioned to
the whole of the visitors present who went on
stage and sang a number of whkhown
choruses which were enjoyed by all. Amongst
the visitors were quite a number of good singers.

When the concert was over all enjoyed a very
delicious supper provided by the ladies and so
ended a most happy gathering to be
remembered long by all and especially by those
who had come back to the beautiful Valley
where they had spent many happy yearslofir
young lives.
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FHE Old K S

6. Wednesday morning was free for
all. In the afternoon a visit was made to the local
school which is under the headmesship of Mr.

R. Bell who has as his ataits Mr. G. O'Neill
and Miss M @raghty.

It was adBack to the Schoohfternoon to see
the modern methods used in Education and
teaching.

A beginning was made in the Infants’ Room
where Miss Geraghty and her young pupils very
ably demonstrated the Geography side of Social
Studies-- good use was made of pictures. Next
the classoom of Mr. O'Neill was visited where
the Teacher gave a fine demonstration of the
teaching and appreciation of Music and the use
of the gramophone for the purpose and of the
introduction of the radiogram In the senior
room Mr. Bell demonstrated the modem
method of teaching Spelling and showed how
words were gradually introduced and also made
reference to the sstem in use of allowing pupils
to go to the classes to which their standard is
suited in all subjes but Arithmetic. If a Fourth
Glassboyzcould fiead Sixth Class Magazine he is
allowed to go to Sixth for readin@n the other
hand if a Sixth Class boy can spell only Fourth
Class words he goes back to Fourth for that
lesson until he progresses in Spaili The same
applies to girls. Care is taken not to in any way
upset or offend the sensitiveness or belittle the
boy or girl.All present were given a pencil and
paper to try their hand at spelling ten words
read out by Mr. BellThe use of the wireless wa
also shown when all listened to a broadcast and
the children had their ugo-date broadcast
books to follow the subject.

. O1 G Reilla tid$s rdof again where
the windows were darkened and Mr. Bell gave a
very fine demonstration on the use of the
oProjectok in the teaching of Geography and
picture Study.

The President of the P. and C. Association,
Mr. Booth, welcomed the visitors and spoke of
the work done for the school. Mr. J. Thomson
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who had been in chargeof the school for
fourteen years respaoded and thankd Mr.
Booth for his words of welcomeand the
Teachers for their enlightening and very capable
demonstrations

A very enjoyable afternoon was brought to a
close when afternoon tea was provided in the
school and was very much appreciated.

At night films of the Valley and one of New
Zealand were shown in the School of Arts hall by
Mr. Moorhouse of Nowra. Those of the Valley
consisted of one produced here and combined
with the work of dairying at Hawkesbury
Agricultural CollegeThe local pdion consisted
of scenes depicted on Mr O. B. Brown's property
in which he and Mrs. Brown and others were the
actors. This is a very interesting film of the
dairying industry and also because it is local. The
second was a coloured film produced by Mr.1Bel
and beautiful, too, because it depicts the natural
beauty of the surroundingsThere is something
in being able to possess such a filRhat shown
of New Zealand gives a splendid idea of the
beauty of nature in a different waylhere is a
great contrast hough there is the
representation of mountains and streams and in
a different form. Tl mountains are higher and
snowcapped while the streams flow more
rapidly.

Those three films were of an interesting,
instructive and educational value to alho
were piivileged to seehem.

7. A big tour was arranged for
Thursday and a largaumber look part in it.
From tre Valley the bus and cars proceeded up
Cambewarra Mountain to thedLook Out
(Cambewarra) at the top. And what a wonderful
oLook Out this is. Perhapthere isn't a better in
Australia ornot perhaps in the world for that
matter especially on a bright day when the
atmosphere is clearYou stand on the raised
platform and gaze out before you and the
panoramic view which stretches out front and
on each sid is magnificentThere is the ocean
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out front and on oneside the Shoalhaven River
with its creekdflowing into it winding its way to
the ocean. Below are the undulating fari@nds
and further out the fiat lands. Nowraand
Colangatta hills stanaverlookingthe river one
on either sidet Cooblngattanearer the mouth
of the river than NowralJervis Bay can be seen
in the distance andthe towns of Nowra,
Bomaderry and Berrynearer at hand.Roads
leading to those places wind about and the
Railway toNowramay also be seer©n the right

is HMAS Albatross which is one of our great
naval air aims of defencé&kear Jervis Bay too are
the lovely holiday resort of Huskisson and the
fishing places of Sussdnlet and St. George's
Basin.

It wasn't such a goodlay when the dLook
Outé was reacled as a fog obscured the view to
a great as extent. However before the time came
to proceed from there it had cleared a good deal
so that a quite good view was obtained.

A few years before all the surrounding Shires
had been welded into one by the then Minister
for Local Government and now Premier of the
State, Mr Cahill, and what iow known as the
Shire of Shoabwen, members of the old
Cambewarra Shire, with headquarters in the
village of Kangaroo Valley, had a largeirdin
room erected to accommodate a goodly number
of tourists and visitors at thél.ook Ou¢ and on
this special occasion the residents of Beaumont
had chosen it as the part in the celebrations to
entertain the visitors by inviting #am to partake
of a sumptious repast for lunch such as the
ladies of the Valley from one erto the other
are noted to place before their guests or patrons
at any of their functions, so that when the view
had been enjoyed by all they retired to the
tables, which were attractivelylecorated and
daintily set out in the dining room, to do justice
to all the good things placed thereon.

LG o1t a
Beaumontlike the rest of Valley residestare
cheerful, friendly, and happy folk. They are for
the most part like most of the other settlers
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engaged in dairying industignd help to add to
the city's nilk supply. Their homes nestle near
the banks of the creeks and about the hillsides
Until recent years a litH school and residence
stood in a lovely setting with beautiful
surroundings on a smalllat piece of land and
near the roadside about half way down the
Valley side of Cambewarra Mountain. It has
been pulled down and braht to the Valley
schootground wtere it was reerected in a re
modelled modern design anchow forms an
additional classroom for that school. The
residence is rented to a farmdy the Education
Department. Th last teacher and his wife to
occupy the residence were Mr. and Mrsedd
Chapnan.

So on behalf othe Beaumont people, the
visitors were given a very cordial welcome to
that centre by Mr. Bob Lumsden who said that
the residents were proud to have been asked to
co-operate in the celebrations and it afforded
them very great pleasureotdo so in the ranner
in which they had done tay. They were very
pleased to have been honoured by the fact that
so many former residents were among the party
as their guests.To them le added a special
welcome and hoped they would have a yer
happy and aejoyable tme during their stay in
the Valley.

Mr. Joe McMahon who is weknown to
almost everyone in the Valley as one who had,
for many years been a Councillor of the
Cambewarra Shire Councitchalso at one time
had been its Presid#¢. Joe had servedthe
community faittfully and well during those years
and was a citizen filled witttivic pride and
always ready to assist in every way towards the
progress of the district. With the coming of
amalgamation like many other stalwarts he was
lost to Council dhirs but is still very keen about
progress whenever opportunity offers. He
supported Mr. Bob Lumsden by adding his words
of welcome and also gave auitline of progress
in this centre.

John Thomson

Another speakewho gave welcome was Mr.
Jim Calson the present occuer of the
residence at the Nowra@look Ouf where the
road from the Valley turns on the descent of
Cambewarra Mountain tdlowra.

Mr. JimNugent responded on behalf of the
old residents of the Valley who were visitors.
Known asiCaptairé to most of the raidents, he
was Captain of thdocal rifle club of years ago
and is now eightysix, a grand old age, and still
retains al his mental faculties. He was very
reminiscent of happeningsf the past and his
old eyes sparkled as he told thiosedays.There
mug have been a feeling of pride and a thrill of
excitement within the old man aséhmade that
response. He was the oldest in the party and it
was his opportunityAt the same time no doubt
there were feelings of sadness in the old chap's
heart when he hearé@n apolog given on behalf
of Mr. Jim Lmsden an old friend of his now
aged eightyseven and who was one of the first
white babies born at Beaumont. If only those
two and Mr. Tom Jarrett and Mr. Bob Niémi
would have been together #re and talked of
their early years in the Valley, whatlot could
have been learnedyblisteningJim Lumsden was
too ill to be present. Tom Jarrett and Bob Neville
were also absent.

Mr. Whitehall responded on behalf of the
rest of the visitors and thanked Beaumont folk
for their fine welcome and said he was sure that
all would have enjoyed the privilege of having
had the opportunity to see the wonderfwiew
from the dLook Ouf which he considered one of
the best anywhere.

After taking leave of the hospitality of the
good peple here the tourists proceededlong
what is known as théScenic Roadand down
the mountain to BerryThe roadn itself was not
the best but the scenic beauty continues on both
sides as itwinds and twists alternately through
farm and forest lands.Through this area, too
some cultivation iscarried on in the season
when peas andootatoes are grown.This also
includes Bellawongarah at théop of Berry
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Mountain. Passing on the way every now and
again aview can be obtained of the farms down
on the coastand also a view of the oceaihen
comes the junction with the roattading from
the Valley to BerryOn this road until a few years
ago therewas a little bush school, one dtfie
very old type with a roof like that ahe familiar
bow huts we used to knowo well in France and
Belgium. It was in such a lovely setting too. Like
most of those little bush schools, established or
built as a result of the work of that grdnold
man Sir Henry Parkes, it hgsne now moe's
the pity. Many happy days were spentgither

by both teachers and pupils in those little bush
schools. Parents too, had many happy gatherings
on picnic days as well.

As we wind down the steep mountainside
the farms of Bundewalla come into view on the
left and this appears to be a very beautifind
fertile stretch of country with the farms and
dwellings on the Hisides and banks of the
creeks.

Ono the beautiful town of Berry with its
ornamental trees parks and gardens. This
township brings to rmd the early pioneers fo
the South Coast andspeciallythat of David
Berry whose name is perpetuated ihe public
hospital which is endowsk by a legacy fund
bequeathed to it by the vill of that grand old
pioneer. dist a short stay was made at Berry and
then the bus and cars laden with passengers
continued the journey throughthe town to
where the road leags the Prince's Highway and
branches off through tb farm lands and past
the dwellings of Broughton Vale andadadbhil.
This is very hilly scenic country, very interesting
to those who are lowes of that type of land.
Woodhill is particularly interesting in that
respect, and the road winds about aih and
out¢ as it ascends to the top of the mountain, to
wind similarly down a very steep graatit on to
Brogher's Creek, which is perhaps the main
tributary of the Kangaroo River, to the farming
settlement ofWattamollg which is known as the
OArtist's Paradisé because of its beautiful
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settings for landscape paintings. It certainly is
another of the Valley's scenic beauty spots. This
was the place chosefor the afternoon tea for
which all congregated in the little schoolroom.
residenceis attached to it and until aefv years
ago when the school was closed it was in turn,
for many years in the past, occupied by a
married teacher and his wife, the last whom
were Mr. and Mrs. Alex 8odoni. The present
occupants are one of the sons of a local farmer
and his young wife who pay a rental fibto the
Education DepartmentOn the opposite side of
the road is a little church used by various
protestant denoninations for the purpose of
holding servicesBoth the school and the church
are surrounded by the highlands from which
flow the streams whose waters eventually reach
the main stream Brogher's Creek thence to
Kangaroo River which leads to the Shoalhaven
River and the oceanChildren from this area are
now conveyed by bus to the Valley School.

Back in the schoolroom Mr. E J. Condon
welcomed the vigors who once more were very
kindly treated to a nice afternoonef supplied
by residents and which wagreatly enjoyed by
all. The speaker told of the progress of the
settlement and said it gave him very great
pleasure to give welcome on behalf of the
people of Wattamolla to all who had come to
see this picturesque part of the Valley. There
were some who ad not seen it before, tiers
who had been here previoysland others again
who had once lived in the area long ago and had
come back on this special occasion to have a
look at it once more and reall old memories of
the past. Mr E. Condon, father of H., and
known to all aséNedck Condon, another old
resident of the valley and one who knows this
centre well, had lots to tell about its early history
and especially the building of the mountain road
across to BerryHe also told of some very gd
racehorses bred about thoseparts and of the
hard work of the early settlers to bring their
forms into production and many other
interesting facts and details of those times.
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Mr. H. O. Cox responded on behalf of those
on tour and thanked the people for their
kindness and hospitality and said he was sure
that all would agree that this was a picturesque
and lovely portion of the Valley.

From here the road, which is rather narrow in
parts, is also very undulatinghd perhaps has
more bends and twists in it than agher of the
winding 1oads about the district and they are
certainly all very windy, and this one calls for
special care and vigilance when driving a car or
any other vehicle along it. It follows the course
of Brogher's Creek, and looking down on that
creekfrom above there is often brought to view
between tall oaks which line its banks a fine long
stretch of water which would be very tempting
and inviting for a swim on a hot summer day.
Farms stretch awago the hills on both sides of
the road and on the rigt side may be seen a
new suspension bridge spanning the creek at the
farm of Mr. George Walker over which he drives
his car to his home on the other side. An earlier
suspension bridge was swept away by a big flood
which occurred in the early hours of one
morning during the latter part of October 1951.
That was one of the worst floods in the history
of the Valley when many culverts and bridges
were washed away and much damage was done
to roads in all centres. It was a sudden and
disastrous deluge of rain dna farmer, Mr.
McCarthy, was drowned in one of the swollen
creeks.

On the way back to the village the farm of
Mr. O. B. Brown is passed. Mr. Brown, who held
a commissin in World War Iand served in the
Middle East and the Islands is doing much
experimental farming and pastures
improvement on his propertyMrs. Brown was a
nursing Sister with the rank of Captain.

Home again at the village all were of the
opinion that the day had been very interesting
and enjoyable and all were enthusiastic in their
praise of it.

John Thomson

In the school of Arts Hall at night a concert
sponsored by the local stiranch of the R. S. L.
was held. Local artists and others frdvowraas
well as some of the visitors treated all to a
programme of varied item Rain began to fall
before the time for most people to proceed to
the hall, havever it did not prevent them &m
going and there was a packed house. During the
progress of the programme a violent
thunderstorm with heavy raivivid lightning and
thunder took place and a blackout occurred just
asa short play arranged by Mr. Stacy in which
the actors and actresses were local residents
was being enacted and the hall was suddenly
plunged into darkness. In a little time a lighas
obtained and puton the stage. Then Mr. Tom
Renddl succeeded in manoeuvring the front of
his utility truck round to the front entrance at
the door of the hall and shone his headlights on
to the stage so that the play could go on until
the lights cameon again. The concert was of
high standard, and very much appreciated by
everyone present.

When the concert was over the presentati
of a certificate of merit forservices rendeaxd to
the Red Cross and R.Saas made to Mrs. Ella
Thomson by the Presidé Mr. Cyril Dent, on
behalf of the members. Mrs. Thomson was
greatly honoured by the receipt of such a gift
which is the highest honour bestowed by sub
branches which make the recommendation to
the headquarters of the R.S.S.A.A, who
approve and confexr the honour. Mrs. Thomson
thanked the sukbranch members for their
goodness and esteem

So ended the concert and it was followed as
were all the rest of the night functions by a
supper supplied by the ladies. The Valley people
are noted for the fact thatafter any function
held in the hallor elsewhere a supper is given
before the patrons departit has become a force
of habit and is really a splendid habit as it is
always a splendid supper.

8. With Friday came the last of the
tours this time to Upper Kagaroo River and this
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was by no means behind the rest for interest,
scenic beauty and hospitality of the people. This,
like the others is a beautiful and picturesque run.
A fine avenue of treeis passed at the property
of Mr. Arthur Cochrane. The first gfovas made

at the beautiful and palatiailBarrengarry House

a two-storeyed building moderrand originally
the home of the Osbornes, early pioneers from
England. Later on it was owned by Mr. B.
Nelson and sold by him to Mr. Kaligawho
during World Warll spent alarge amount of
money on it in alterations and renovations to
bring it right up to modem style and appearance
inside and outside. Many trees were planted in
the grounds, and gardens laid out and a modern
and upto-date dairy was built. A few wes ago
the place changed hands and the present owner
is Mr. CreightorSmith late of Inverell. The whole
of the tourists, a large number, were introduced
to Mr. and Mrs. Creighto®mith and, as the rain
the night before had made the ground rather
wet, apobgies were made for not asking anyone
to inspect the interiorof the home. Buone and

all were free to view the gardens and there was
a glorious show of flowers and especially the
roses of which there was a great variety. The
gardens were magnificent.

When all had viewed the beauty of this fine
home's surroundings the journey further up the
river was begun. Another winding road aloihg
river course. Passing alongr. D.A. Nelson who
acted as commentator on the trip points out
places and gives their history of ownership in
brief. On this trip is seen some of the richest
farm land in the Valley including that known as
GThe Meadows portion of which is owned by
Mr. A Cochrane. Some distance up from
Barrengarry House and on the right hand side
there was once a butter or cheese factory.
Further on there is a big hawthorn hedge, which
of course denotes at once where the early
pioneers ofthat part came from. Just acrofise
river at one place there had been a little bush
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school. @errunga years ago but it had been
demolished and rdouilt further up and become
known asdHillcres€ but now Upper Kangaroo
River.

Followingclose tothe river there are ¢ be
seen many fia stretches of water and for almost
the whole length of the journey tall river oaks
stand picturesquely and majestically along the
banks. The Kangaroo River aitsl creeks were
stocked with figerlingtrout between three and
four years agoA good many yearpreviously
they had been stocked with thersmallerones
than on the more recent occasienand it is
feared that they became a prey for sgbirds
and otherfish before reaching maturity. lWas
believad the bigger ones would survive.

The further we proced upsteam the
mountains gradually close in and there is little
flat land © be seen.However the cleared
hillsides have rich and fertile soil and araialy
clothed witha coat of luxuriant grass. On many
of the steep hillsides and in the gorges of the
higher reaches grow forests of beautiful timbe
which are being eaten into btimber getters
who felled the trees and the logs from them are
drawn to the local mill on modem timber jinkers.
There isno bullock team used at all in those
parts today. Besides being engaged in the
dairying industrythe Valley is also thriving in the
timber industry.

On the way up we pass a little Church on the
right hand side that is known as Fernhill Anglican
Church ad when held here the serviceseawell
attended. Each outlying centre has its Church,
which is open to clergymen of Protestant
denominations in which to minister to their
flock. There is one at Barrengarry, another on
the wayto Beaumont, also one at Beangarah
on the road to Berry and which is siteat in
lovely settings and almost hidden from view by
beautiful trees, and itbelongs to the Parish of
Berry.
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Suspension footbridgat Upper River

There are several bywads leading by lanes
down to the river and througto the other side.
These haveno bridges however except one
which leads to the farm of Mr. TJarrett,
grandson of Mr. Thomas Jarrett who has been
mentioned earlier hereinAt another there is a
concrete crossingvhich leads to the settlement
on Gerrirgong Creek.

A little above the concrete crossing is a
suspension footbridge which is swung well
above the height of the river and is balanced on
three wire ropes passing underneath one of the
centre and another oreach sideThe sides are
wired to a height of between three feet six and
four feet. In crossing for the first time there is a
feeling of insecurity, as the pedestrian tiaes
that the structure begins to sway a bit from side
to side as the span is so longut gaining
confidence and fiding thereis no danger of
falling off he proceeds oand finally reaches the
other side in safetyBack near Jarrett's bridge
there was one ofthe old methods of crossing
the river whenin flood. That was by thefFlying
C 2 EUnless you have tried this method you
would probably consider it a precariousnture,
however it is quite safe. | have tried it out on
the Goulburn River, @ributary of the Hunter
River, at Martimale near Denman.

John Thomson

alley week 10th to 1@ttober1953

Near the swinging bridge is the homé Mdr.
Sharman and at this lovely spot close the
river was the terminus of the trigdere too, the
basket picnic was held and as the weather was
rather doubtful the biggarage &the home was
used for the pupose of sding out the food on
tables aranged therein.

For this, the last of the orgaed tours,
about 175 people were in attendance wasitors.
They were welcomed by Mr. J. Grahamon
behalf of the Upper River residents who, he
said, were honoured by the feghat so many
had undertaken the trip which is always
worthwhile along such goart of the Valley,
where the scenery idoth beautiful and varied
including rivermountains and meadows.

Other spe#iers were Messrs. A. R. Qiuk
and W. Whitehall who praisedthe beauty of
the surroundings and the interegaken in the
progress of the Valley by the formers here and
thanked the people orbehalf of the party for
their hospitality.On the way Mr. Whitehall was
shown byMr. D. A. Nelson the exact position
where the houseused to be where he, Mr.
Whitehall was born.

Pedestriarfootbridge Upper River

Amongst those present at the gathering on
this occa®n were two of the oldest redents of
Upper River Mrs. Scott and Mr&aulks.Mrs,
Scott lives some little distance frothe scene of
where all were congregated and Mrs. Faulks
now resides in a suburbf SydneyBoth wee
enjoying the outing and meetg old friends
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once again.When lunch was over and the
formal speeches were made some folk went on
an inspection of the propay while others
walked across the swinging bridge and e
rise on the other side to the littlschool at the
top -- the last of its kind imperation in the Valley.
Theteacher, Mr. John O'Loughlidemonstrated,
with his happy pupils in aBack to School
Afternoore the modern methods used in a ore
teacher schoolThere is a wireless installed here
and theyounger children listened to and took part
in a broadast play whilst the older onasere busy
with their work in an illustrave nature.

Before eaving Mr. O'Loughlin wakanked by
all present and then theysigned the dVisitors
Book, when on theway out. They had enjoyed
very much the demastration given.

Visiting thisittle school recalled to thewriter
many happy memories of almostventy years
spent in oneeacher schoolswith numbers
ranging from fifteen to fiftyfive before taking
charge of a staffedchool during a career of over
forty yearsas a TeacherThere § a wonderful
sense of unity beveen Teacher and pupils in those
little schools.

Back to the bus and home to the villaggain
after another very happy and mostteresting and
enjoyableday.

So ended the tours.They had been well
organized, were #piring, instructive, and
educational.| would not have missed them for
anything and neither would anyone else tifat |
am quite sure.

Those in the bus enjoyed each other's @amy
in full, as no doubt did those in thears. It was a
happy party in that bus madeappier by the ready
wit, good humourand cheerful banter of ¥ D.A.
Nelson, Mrs. Ross and others whose names | have
forgotten.

At night the local picture proprietor Mr. Fox
showed his films to the crowd and generously
donated the proceeds to th&chool of Arts funds.
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This was dine gesture and greatly apprmted by
the members of the committeand for which their
thanks are accordekdim.

Amongst others who have the welfare tife
community at heart is MrJohn Graham the
representative from UppeKangaroo River who is
prominent in theValley's progress.

9. Saturday was the concluding day and
agymkhana had been arranged for that day and a
fine programme of horse and dtfic events were
carried out and againthere was a large
attendance at the localShowground and a
pleasing number ofntrants bok part in @ch
event. It was gicnic day, too, for most of those
who came along and family groups coulddaen
enjoying their lunch under the trees or near their
cars whie others were ctered for at the
refreshment room on theground. Amongst those
present for theoccasion were many visitors from
Nowra and Berry who no doubt thought they
would like to be in at the finish. It waanother
good day for all and also meant a last daylight
outing with relatives andriends before departing
for their homes irvariousother parts of the State.

The grand finale came at night withdance
held in the School of Arts Hall, and once again
there was a big crowd to enjothe last of the
week's functions. The bitig music and the
dancing contined, wih a break for supper until
midnight when the orchestra played the
oNational Anthend and so ended a busy but
happy andhistoricaldWeel for the people of the
Valley.

Looking back over thatWeel€ it must be
admitted by everyone that the whole of the
procealings had been thoroughlgrgarized and
well carried out and for that allnembersof the
Progress and Tourist gaciation and Committee
are to be highlycommended and congratulated.
Added to those are all who took part in the
various sporting events and displays dodk part
so ally in the various sporting events and
displays (including the school children) and the
artists in the concerts. They certainly played
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their part in entertaining the spectators and
audiences.

Much of the work of the night functions was
in the capable handsf Mr. Cyril Dent who is
greatly interested in all that tends to the
progress of the place.

There was remarkable eoperation by all
residents of theoutlying centres who in their
turn entertained the visitors so wewhen the
tours were made to those pta&s. Commentators
assisted the tourists by explaining through a
public address system the various points of
Interest an each route. In this respect Messrs, H
O. Cox, DA. Nelson and J. Wilsably carried
out the duties. Mr. Billdawson, owner of the bus
and noted for his skill and care as a driver gave
his passengers a steady and careful exhibition of
skilful driving on each occasioBill is also the
town's electricianand is always called upon to
do the illuminating for special functions.

A most gratifying and pleasing feature of the
programme arrangements was that every aspect
of religious, industrial, educational and social life
of the community was catered for and included
in the proceedings and every organization and
association took@me part in them.The Church,
Schools, R.S.land Laies' Auxiliary,Red Cross
and Hospital Auxiliary, Sporting Bodies (Cricket,
Tennis, Football, Hockey). andH. Association,

P. and C. Associations, Progress Associations,
and P.P. Unionshowing what aunited effort it
was by all.Quch unity and cepperation could
only mean success and all must feel greatly
pleased as it was indeed a great success.

It was a revelation of whatan be achieved in
a small commnity by thorough organization,
concentrated efort and wholehearted co
operation on the part of all. A tireless band of
womenfolk is to be found at every function
working in the supper room and in other ways
helping to make each one a success.

It may seem hardly fair to single out any one
person forspecial prée in connection with the
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oBack to the Valley ¥éké but may | be
permitted to and | feel | shall not offend anyone
either when | make reference to the Secretary,
Mr. Jim Wilson. Jim, an unassuming personality
with a quiet and pleasant manner abt him
seemed to be tireless, full of energy and
keenness, on the go all the tevand ever ready

in his job, and in his attention to the welfare and
comfort of the visitors giving help and
information in his kindly way. He was a tower of
strength througlout and missed none of the
proceedings going day and nigiNot only was
he secretary for th@weeke arrangements but is
also secretary of the local P. and C. Association
and is very keenly interested in the welfaod
the School, the Teachers anidhe Pugls, Since
taking up residenceon a property here he has
proved, an acquisition to the/alley and has
associated himself in all its activities.

The War Memorial Mamument is in the
centre of the village and is wetlared for by
members of the local SuBranchof the R.S. L.,
the President oWwhich is Mr. Cyril Dent. ©each
ANZAC Day most impressive ceremony and
service is held there when honour and tribute
are paid to those who gave their lives in the
cause of freedomin both World Wars andon
Armistice Day or Remembrance Dafurther
tribute is paid to their merary. With the Sub
Branch is the Wmen's Auxiliary.

Kan@roo Valley ranks among other
progressive [aces and has a werprogressive
minded population May it and the people
prosper is thawishof the writer .............

John Thomson.
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