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CHURCH WARDENS
RECTOR'S WARDEN - Thomas Jarrett.
PEOPLE'S WARDENS - John Graham, Bruce Lidbetter
COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Harry Cox, Bruce Cobb, William Coleman, John Good, Wilf Jarrett,
Bill and Gibb Lidbetter, Brian and Ross Smart, Len Swane, Alf Tyler. Frank Wilson.
ORGANISTS - Mesdames Doris Good, Wilma Lumby.
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT - Mrs. Thelma Swane.
STAFF - Mrs. Jean Wright, Dorothy Arnold, Narelle Jarrett, Bruce Cobb, Brian Good –
Trainee: Karen Jarrett.
LADIES' GUILD - President: Mrs. Doris Taplin, Senior Vice-President: Ethel Cox, Junior VicePresident: Mrs Lorna Smart, Secretary: Mrs. Doris Good. Assistant Secretaries:
Mesdames Betty Jarrett, Lola Smart, Treasurer: Mrs. Floss Parrish and 15 other
members
LADIES' BIBLE STUDY GROUP - Mrs. Thelma Swane, Leader.
YOUNG PEOPLE'S FELLOWSHIP - Ernest Lacey, Brian Good, Ron Armstrong, Ken Chittick,
Narelle Jarrett - Organising Committee: Twenty other members in Fellowship Group.
______________________________
CENTENARY COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN - Rev. Fred Taplin
SECRETARY - Mrs. Betty Jarrett - Other members: Mesdames Doris Good, Doris Taplin, Ivy
Faulks, Messrs. Harry Cox, John Graham, Thomas Jarrett.
______________________________
SPECIAL SERVICES WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY, 9th JANUARY at 10.30 a.m. - Rev. G. Simmons, Guest Speaker.
SUNDAY, 16th JANUARY at 10.30 a.m. – Rev. R. Hawkins.
SUNDAY, 23rd JANUARY at 10.30 a.m. - Archdeacon R. G. Fillingham
SUNDAY. 30th JANUARY at 10.30 a.m. - Bishop G. R. Delbridge.
WEDNESDAY 26th JANUARY at 10.30 a.m. - Special Centenary Anniversary Service - Basket
Lunch to follow.
SATURDAY. 29th JANUARY at 800 p.m. - Concert in School of Arts Hall, Kangaroo Valley.
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ARCHBISHOP'S MESSAGE
Diocesan Church House,
George Street,
SYDNEY
I am glad to know that it has been possible to prepare a booklet to mark the
Centenary of The Church of the Good Shepherd in Kangaroo Valley and l trust that
this will greatly stimulate the interest of all who are residents in the Valley in
their parish church. It is no light thing to be able to record that for a hundred
years the Church of the Good Shepherd has stood in the Valley as a centre of
worship and Christian fellowship. This in itself is a cause for true thanksgiving in
the presence of God.
I commend this booklet and trust that God will continue richly to bless the
Church and the people in the Valley.
MARCUS LOANE,
Archbishop of Sydney
__________________________

BISHOP'S MESSAGE
“I would like to congratulate the Parish Council and Minister of the Parish of
Kangaroo Valley on the occasion of the Centenary of the Parish. The presence of
a Church and an Anglican Minister in the Valley has been very important over the
years. No community can grow up without spiritual verities being at the very
heart of the community. The worship of God, the training of children in the faith
and the living of the Christian life are factors in the community which must never
be neglected I commend this Centenary Booklet to all who love the Valley.”
GRAHAM R. DELBRIDGE,
Bishop in Wollongong.

Rev. F. C. TAPLIN and Mr. TAPLIN
_____________________
The Rectory,
Church of the Good Shepherd
Kangaroo Valley 1972

Dear friends,
I have been given the great privilege of writing a few Words to you. This
Centenary Year is one of many memories or most of you, reliving the past you
might almost say. What a joy to be able to look back over the years and count
your blessings and see what God has done. He will continue to bless; we are
invited to acknowledge Him in all our ways as our Lord and Saviour.
For the younger folk just this word, pause and consider how unfailing and
unchanging is the God we worship. He is the same yesterday, today and forever.
So, to all the friends of Kangaroo Valley and the Church of the Good Shepherd, go
forth in the strength of the Lord, put your hand in His hand and trust everything
to Him.
My Wife and I feel very honoured to be with you it this time and are confident
that God will richly bless you in your Centenary Celebrations.
Your sincere friend,
FREDERICK G. TAPLIN (Locum Tenens)
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The Rector (Rev. Broadfield Webb), Churchwardens and
Parish Council of the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Kangaroo Valley
desire the presence of
______________________________________________
and Friends at the Opening of
“The King's Jubilee Memorial of Peace” Gates and Wall; also
the setting of a Stone to the memory of the Iate
Septimus F. Osborne
by
The Hon. Sir Philip Whistler Street, K.C.M G.
(Lieutenant Governor of New South Wales)
And the Solemn Dedication
by
His Grace the Most Rev. the Lord Archbishop of Sydney
of the
Memorial Gates and Wall; the new Aisle to the memory of the
late W. J. Irvine, and the Holy Table to the memory of the Iate
J. T. Osborne and the late S. F. Osborne; also the setting of a
Stone to the memory of the Rev. G. H. Muzy, first Rector of
Kangaroo Valley, by the Archbishop
on
Tuesday, July 30, 1935, at 2 p.m.
_____________
Both the Lieutenant Governor and the Archbishop will
address the People in the open
_____________
BASKET AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED

___________________________________________________________________
Facsimile of the Invitation to attend the opening

___________________________________
Reverend G. H. Muzy
First Rector of the Church of The Good Shepherd,
Kangaroo Valley
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INSCRIPTION ON LABEL OF MALLET
With this Mallet, Bishop Weston laid the foundation stone of the Church of the
Good Shepherd, Kangaroo Valley in 1870. He stayed the night at Barrengarry
House, and gave the mallet to Mrs Alick Osborne. It was in England from 19021956 and was presented to the Church in Kangaroo Valley by Mrs. Alick
Osborne's grandson, the Rev. Gilbert L. O. Jessop on 22nd April, 1956.

THE HOMESTEAD, BARRENGARRY
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The Scene at the laying of a Foundation Stone (not identified)
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“Barrengarry Estate”, from ‘The Homestead” – Prior to 1920

A DEDICAT|ON
(By The Church Wardens)
The publication of these facts, surrounding the establishment, operation and maintenance
of the Church of “The Good Shepherd”, in the Kangaroo Valley District, has a very close link
with, and influence on the life of so many people, both temporarily and permanently
th
resident in the locality, over the century, 26th January, 1872 to 26 January, 1972, and
accordingly such facts are dedicated to the Glory of God, and to the memory of the faithful
so involved.
Over the Century, records of activities have been faithfully kept by the Honorary Secretary,
and Recorder of the day, and these are the guide to the facts now presented; so with deep
spiritual reflection, pleasure and satisfaction, one hundred years of Anglican Church Life
has been recorded, tabulated and presented as an historic fact and an invaluable
achievement for a small district.
The early recognition refers to the District as the “Kangaroo Ground”, later to be named
Kangaroo Valley, with the Village of “Osborne”, now Kangaroo Valley Township. The area is
a natural sanctuary of the Creator's handiwork, abundantly endowed with Nature's
wonders, beauties and fertility. Prior to the discovery of and the eventual moving in by
White People, and for some years later, members of Aborigine Tribes inhabited the area,
which has been referred to as the “Blackman's Paradise”, for bird and animal life was
plentiful with reptiles and fish in abundance, and many streams of clean fresh water. In
several parts of the Valley, there remains evidence of the early presence of Aborigines, but
as the District was opened up by the “new settlement”, the Aborigine population
diminished and eventually ceased to exist.
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From the early days, in the challenge of development of the Kangaroo Valley, there were
many people involved in hardship, fortitude, patience and tolerance, with an overpowering
will to succeed. By devotion to duty, coupled with love and comradeship and this has ever
been the focal point of the District's success and happiness. Many, many names, are
recorded and glorified by deed s, and that of “Osborne”, so closely allied with gracious acts
and generous giving, being ever cherished in the annals of District History.
Whilst this is a coverage of 100 years of Anglican activity, a Jubilee Brochure was prepared
by Rev. William Kingston, a former Rector of the Parish, and presented in January 1922,
and in January, 1957, following the visit from England, by the Rev. Gilbert L. O. Jessop, a
relative of the Osborne family, the Churchwardens surveyed the early life of the Parish, and
presented an historical script covering the early church movement in the Parish.
To mark the occasion of the Centenary of the Church of “The Good Shepherd”,
considerable thought and effort has been expended on the preparation of the Historical
Brochure, renovation and improvement of the Church, Rectory, and grounds, with an
emphasis on the historical benefits and value of that, which has been so generously and
graciously placed in our midst and maintained; in this thought and action, our present
Minister, Rev. Fred Taplin and his good wife, have been an inspiration by thought and
action supplemented by much hard and voluntary work by local Church enthusiasts.
From now on, Kangaroo Valley and everything associated with its life moves quickly to
further greater things required of it, and now already work is in progress by the Water
Board authorities implementing the Shoalhaven Water Scheme, in the programmed
impounding and utilisation, by control, of the district water, involving portions in the
western sector, for the implementation of this gigantic storage, pumping and hydroelectric venture. With the realisation of this forward movement, and the changes which
may take place, one can still see Kangaroo Valley as a place of natural beauty, and
interwoven in all this accepted concept, is the influence of the Christian life and the Church
of “The Good Shepherd” remains as a proven Instrument towards that end.
(Compiled by Mr. H. O. Cox, on behalf of the Churchwardens)

__________________
Mr. H. O. Cox
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Church of the Good
Shepherd with shingle
Roof and ivy clad
Walls in the early
century.

THE EARLY HISTORY OF
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD.
KANGAROO VALLEY
Through the kindness of the Reverend Gilbert L. O. Jessop, the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Alick Osborne, valuable information has been obtained concerning the movement to
build the above mentioned Church. Mr. Jessop brought with him from England a
beautifully bound book and “Press Cuttings” which had been prepared and kept by the late
Mrs. Osborne, also the gavel used in laying the foundation stone.
From this information it is revealed that in 1867 A. D. a Fancy Bazaar was held at the
home of Mrs. Alick Osborne to inaugurate the fund to build “a commodious edifice”. Four
hundred people attended and great enthusiasm was evinced for the success of the Church
venture.
The architect chosen to do the erecting of the building was Horbury Hunt. This man
has left many beautiful edifices as memorials to his skill and abilities. Among them are St.
Peter's, Armidale; Christ Church, Newcastle; Christ Church, Grafton; others nearer home
are Tudor House, Moss Vale; St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church Nowra; also the Osborne
Memorial Church of St. Luke, Dapto.
Kangaroo Valley was indeed fortunate to secure his services for the “Church of the
Good Shepherd”. This a brick building on a stone foundation, very well preserved during its
hundred years of life. These bricks were manufactured from locally procured sandstone.
The foundation was laid on October 19th, 1870, when the Bishop of Sydney performed this
ceremony in the presence of 200 people. The offering; placed on the stone amounted to
£46/10/0.
___________________________________________________________
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Under the direction of Mrs. Alick Osborne a very successful tea meeting followed.
The estimated cost of the Church was £600. The site was the gift of Mr. Alick
Osborne. A committee consisting of Reverend W. Hough, Messrs. A. Osborne, O'Connor,
Nugent, and Graham was formed to take charge of the works programme.
His excellency, Lord Belmore. Governor of the Colony donated £50 to the cause.
On 12th November, 1870, the first subscription list towards the effort appeared.
£364/13/3 was the total. In addition it transpired that the cost of the East Window was
donated by Mrs. Alick Osborne and the West Door by Mr. R. Reilly. The second subscription
list of 4th March, 187, added an amount of £155/13/0, which included £74 raised at a Tea
Meeting and Picnic at Bundanoon.
On 26th January, 1872, the opening of the Church took place with a Morning and
Evening Service being held within its portals. The Clergy officiating were Reverend J. C.
Colette, T. Kemmis, T. E. Ewing. J. Hassall, J. Barnier. Contributions during the day
amounted to £82/8/4. Among the high tributes paid to all those who had participated in
the present success of a valuable achievement none was greater than that of the
Osbornes. Their liberality and unfailing support of the project called forth the comment of
the Press, to the effect that “since Mr. & Mrs. Alick Osborne had lived at Barrengarry, they
had left nothing undone to promote the intellectual, moral and spiritual interests of the
people there”.
On 14th May, 1875, Mr. A. Osborne promised to liquidate the debt on the Church, a
sum of £80. He also guaranteed £20 per annum towards a resident Clergyman's stipend.
So the Church of the Good Shepherd was established to spread the news of the
Gospel of God's love throughout the district.

Kangaroo Valley
Church of England
with Ivy cleared
away and roof tiled
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Fern Hill Church of
England at Upper
Kangaroo River

OTHER CENTRES
Soon it became evident that there was a need for other centres to be formed in the
more distant parts of the Parish as services had been held in private homes. This outreach
began in 1872, when Fern Hill Church was built at Upper Kangaroo River - an achievement
mainly due to the inspiration of Mr. E. Parrish who was the first to be married in the
Church to Miss Graham of the same vicinity. The erection of Barrengarry Union Church
followed in 1886. Mr. Vance was responsible for collecting the amount of money needed
for this building. Bendeela or Lower Kangaroo Valley, Wattamolla and Beaumont, each had
a Union Church erected in their area.
The transfer of Fern Hill Church land which was the gift of Mr. Brian, took place in
1905, also the fencing of the property was completed. This building was pulled down in
1909, but rebuilt and at the present time, the sale of the property is being sought.
Today, Beaumont has become a Youth Hostel but can be reclaimed for services at
any time.
Bendeela was pulled down.
Barrengarry was blown down.
Woodhill and Wattamolla still stand but are not used for services.
The folk from the other Churches now gather to worship at “The Church of the Good
Shepherd”, as time has wrought changes in the population of the Kangaroo Valley district
as a whole. Motor cars ease the transport problem as well as drawing the outlying centres
closer together in accessibility.
The early history of Church life in Kangaroo Valley is closely related to Jamberoo and
Shellharbour. The Clergyman from that Parish had charge of Kangaroo Valley as well. When
the Church of the Good Shepherd was built the Ministers from Berry cared for the spiritual
welfare of the people. Then in 1882, ten years after the opening of the present Church,
Kangaroo Valley became a separate Parish, the Reverend G. H. Muzy being the first Rector,
in 1884, the first Confirmation Service was held, 47 candidates being presented.
___________________________________________________________
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THE FIRST BAPTISMS
These excerpts taken from an old register at Berry Church. Ernest Oswald TATE,
baptised 2nd April, 1882, by Rev. G. H. Muzy, son of George and Emma Tate, of Kangaroo
Valley, Baptised at the father's house - Sarah Elizabeth SHACKEL, 10th April 1882 in Parish
Church - John McNEALY, of Budgong, 16th April, 1882 at the Parsonage, son of John and
Louisa McNealy - Edwin Holingsworth COLLIS, 16th April, 1882, at father's house, son of
John Plouts and Bessie Caroline Collis of Wattamolla - Herbert Trevor HULIFF, 16th April,
1882, at father's house, son of Thomas and Mary Huliff of Wattamolla - Ernest Victor
COOPER, 7th May. 1882, in the Fern Hill Church - John Spencer GREY, 22nd July. 1883. in
Kangaroo Valley Church, son of Robert and Elizabeth Stuart McPherson Grey.
THE FIRST MARRIAGES
John RUTLEDGE to Mary MILLIGAN, 10th December. 1873, by James Stack in the
Church of the Good Shepherd, Kangaroo Valley - John Thomas GRAHAM to Anna BARNIER,
11th March, 1875. The minister's name undecipherable, in Kangaroo Valley Church Samuel ULRICK to Hanna FRANCIS, 12th July, 1876, by James Stack in Kangaroo Valley
Church.
The earliest death we know was ANNE GRAHAM, first wife of Robert Graham (nee
NIXON), 19th April, 1865, on their property which now belongs to Doidge's. Robert Graham
was a prominent committee member who worked for the foundation of the Church.
THE RECTORY
As the desire to become a separate Parish became apparent, so did the need for a
suitable residence for the incumbent. Nothing daunted, the intrepid people of Kangaroo
Valley moved towards this urgent necessity. In 1879, 26th January, the Foundation Stone

View from The
Rectory, 1897
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The rectory, 1897

was laid by Miss Butler who paid heart-warming tribute to Mrs. Alick Osborne, the prime
mover in the matter. Some hundreds of people were present and Reverend T. Kemmis
delivered a stirring address. £50 was laid on the foundation stone and £126 was raised
from all sources during the evening of musical and literary entertainment. The erection of
the Rectory was completed in 1882, the Reverend G. H. Muzy was the first Rector to live in
it.
Activities continued in order to raise funds to pay for this latest achievement. £30
was made at a picnic and a high class concert held on 24th May, 1883. and another £25 at
a concert on 28th September, 1883.
The progressive Church interest and work was maintained at a high level.
FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CHURCH
The Kangaroo Valley Pioneer Newspaper referred on 10th April, 1894, to further
improvements to the Church. Exterior and interior painting and renovations took place, the
ceiling and seats were varnished, a new communion cloth, carpets, cushions and lamps
were provided at the total cost of £150.
A Special Service was conducted by the Reverend H Tate, at which the offertories
amounted to £32/11/10. The Church was referred to in the press “as probably the most
beautiful of any in the Country Parishes of the Diocese”. Once again the names of Mr. and
Mrs. Alick Osborne appeared conspicuously in the added achievements. This brings us to
the turn of the Century and we are filled with thankfulness to God for the faithfulness and
courage of His servants in the beautiful Kangaroo Valley, who through their faith and trust
in the Lord have handed down to us the task of continuing to maintain what they
established in spite of many trials and difficulties.
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RECTORS AND CHURCH GOVERNMENT
It seems appropriate at this juncture to include the names of the Rectors of this
Parish. We have noted that the Reverend G. H. Muzy was the first Rector. He rendered
faithful service for ten years, becoming Rector of Berry in 1892. His successor was the
Reverend H. Tate, who was inducted by Dean Cowper in 1892. Reverend F. Kellett became
Rector in 1896 and continued in that capacity until 1900 when Reverend F. G. Dillon took
charge of this Parish. After seven successful years he was succeeded by Reverend. W. St
John Chase. Three years later Reverend S H. Denman took office in 1910. A short but
energetic ministry was conducted by him. We find that in 1911 he became Clerical
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society. This necessitated another appointment for
Kangaroo Valley.
Reverend R. H. Pitt-Owen became the new Rector till 1914. Reverend Edwin Shipley
was inducted on 10th March, 1914, and remained till 1916 when Reverend W. Corner
undertook the incumbency of the Parish. In 1921 Reverend W. M. Kingston was inducted,
he remained until 1924, when Reverend R. E. Rodgers came and was in the Parish until
1928. Then Reverend C. J. L. Sumner was Rector for a year, followed by Reverend G.
Broadfield Webb, who officiated for seven years. This brings us to 1937 and at the end of
this year we find Reverend S. Howard, as Minister of the Parish.
In 1941, Reverend Clive Kerle, the present Bishop of Armidale was inducted to
Kangaroo Valley, the late Archbishop Mowll being present at the service. The Reverend H.
Cottrell-Dormer followed in December, 1942. He continued till April, 1944. to be succeeded
by Reverend Harold Sloman. This was a short Rectorship, ending in February, 1945. There
appears to have been a space here before the new Rector was appointed.

Wattamolla Church
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Beaumont Church –
Today a Youth Hostel.

The names of Reverend L. G. Edmonson and Reverend R. G. Fillingham (now the
Venerable Archdeacon of Parramatta with North Sydney), are registered as taking the
services in the area until August, 1945, when the Reverend Geoffrey Simmons became the
incumbent till June, 1950. The Reverend F A. G. Woodger was his successor until
December, 1950, when Reverend N. Chynoweth's induction took place. From November,
1952 until April, 1953, Reverend W. Fisher-Johnson was holding the fort, then Reverend R.
R. Hawkins fulfilled the rectorship for fourteen years.
A change came in the story of the Parish in 1966 on account of financial difficulties it
was decided that the Rectory would be occupied by a Curate from the Parish of Nowra. He
would be responsible for duties in Kangaroo Valley. This pertained until April of this year,
1971, when Reverend F. G. Taplin has come as Locum Tenens for the Parish of Kangaroo
Valley. The Reverends N. Matheson, C. White, H. Hinton and R. McKeown were the Curates
who resided in the Rectory.
Each of the ministers added their contribution to the life of the Parish including other
clergy who took relieving duties for short periods, among whom were the Reverends J.
Dyer and W. Merchant. Our prayers and faith in God make us believe that this endeavour
to be reinstated as a separate identity, will meet with His blessing in all ways. The cooperation of those who love the Valley and the Church of the Good Shepherd is necessary
in this venture, and above all the prayers of the faithful.
CHURCH GOVERNMENT
The Church Government of the early days is interesting. An Annual Easter Tuesday
meeting was held but there is no evidence of records being kept until 1892. Quarterly
meetings were then introduced, the first being held on 24th June, 1892. This comprised the
Rector, Church Wardens and Stipend collectors. These meetings were held in the Church of
England Schoolroom, Kangaroo Valley.
___________________________________________________________
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At the Vestry Meeting of 1898, a ballot for People's Wardens was held and Rev. F.
Kellett brought to the notice of the Parishioners the ordinance passed in Synod regarding
the Parochial Council, but there is no evidence of Council members until 1900. Then it was
proposed that the number of members should be eight, this was carried unanimously and
came into operation on 3rd July, 1901. In June, 1940, Parish Council lapsed till January,
1941, when wardens and council were again elected. This type of Church Government
continues at the present time.
INTERESTING EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE PARISH
1891 - The Harmonium was auctioned and the organ was mentioned for the first
time, the blower of that instrument was to be paid £5/0/0 per annum.
1892 - The palings around the Rectory were repaired.
1902 - The Band of Hope commenced and a major undertaking regarding the roofing
of the Church was set in motion. It was decided to have Redwood Shingles at the cost of
£40/0/0.
1904 - It was resolved to re-roof the Rectory with iron, estimated cost being £45/0/0.
The Cemetery Trust was put in order at this time.
1907 - A discussion was held regarding the possibility of having the Church Paper
printed. Quotations were to be sought.
1929 - The Sunday School Hall was demolished and part of the building was brought
to the Rectory for a garage, which is still used for that purpose.
1931 - A gift by Lady Game of the Visitor's Book
1934 - The sisters of Mr. Irvine presented the Church with the tiling of the baptistry
and the aisle. Others contributed towards the aisle as well. A plaque was inserted on the
wall of the Church in memory of Mr. Irvine.

View of the area
where Bendeela
Church once
Stood – Near
pine tree, lower
right corner
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Horse drawn coach
and party in
Kangaroo Valley
prior 1900

1934 - The ladies' Guild decided to be responsible for the cleaning of the Church.
1935 - A new Holy Table was placed in the Chancel in memory of J. T. and Septimus
Osborne.
1944 - On 8th May the “Victory Hall Fund” was commenced, but quotes were too
costly and that matter was left in abeyance and the donations remain in the Special
Account.
1961 - An unusual event took place in 1961, when the ashes of Mr. J. L. Nugent were:
placed in his parent's grave in the Church grounds following a memorial service. It had
been many years since these grounds were used for burial purposes. Unfortunately the
records of the years 1914-23 are not available, so a break in the chain of events cannot be
avoided.
PROGRESS - CHURCH LIGHTING
The matter of changing from lamps to acetylene gas was discussed at the annual
meeting which was held on 23rd April, 1913. The total cost of this venture being £35/16/6.
New burners were purchased in 1928 and in 1941 a renewal of gas jets and improvement
in lighting ensued. 1942: A Coleman Lamp was donated to the Church. 1943: Carbide
Lamps were put aside for special occasions. 1947: Electric lights installed in the Church and
Rectory.
THE FIRST FLOWER SHOW
The 25th October, 1925, was a great occasion. Up to this time fancy bazaars and fairs
had been held but now the need for a bigger effort was felt. The result of this flower show
was felt to be a great success, £78/10/1 being the monetary gain. Each successive fete has
been equally rewarding. The year 1927 saw another progressive step in the life of the
Parish. The horse and sulky gave place to the motor car. Owing to financial difficulties the
___________________________________________________________
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dissolution of the Parish of Kangaroo Valley was muted in 1928 but by a unanimous vote of
the Parishioners this idea was not adopted, instead a deputation was sent to Sydney to
present the true position to the authorities.
Under various Rectors and Churchwardens the blessing of God has been experienced
in the exercising of faith and trust in Him who can make all things possible.
CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Different groups were formed at various times to enliven the outlook of members.
Young Men's Society, G.F S. Merrymakers, Dramatic “Amusu” Club, Tennis Club, the court
being in the Rectory grounds. Fellowship for the youth of the Parish is still active and a
group of 15-20 young folk meet Friday night in the Rectory - sometimes at other
rendezvous. The other branches of activity seem to have been in abeyance for some years.
CHURCH PROPERTY
Its Care and Maintenance
The Church property has been kept in good order and repair. Through the generosity
of different Parishioners the erection of a brick and pipe fence with wrought iron gates was
completed in 1935. On 9th July, Sir Philip Street, laid the Foundation Stone and later in the
year the late Archbishop Mowll dedicated the gates to the Glory of God and in memory of
the first Rector, Rev. G. H. Muzy and Septimus Frank Osborne. The occasion coincided with
the “King's Jubilee Peace Memorial”. In March the next year the gates of the Rectory were
renewed and later a new brick fence was erected and two plates inserted in the brick walls
in remembrance of Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Lewes.

Soldiers Memorial,
Kangaroo Valley
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In 1937.further repairs to the Rectory are recorded, also concern was expressed
regarding the tiles in 1938. The pine trees on the western side of the Rectory were
removed in 1941, also the fence was made sheep proof - plants and shrubs planted round
the grounds. 1942: The Rectory door showed evidence of borer, which was eradicated; the
bathroom tank which was leaking was mended, and clips for windows were installed. A
committee was formed to see what repairs were necessary to the Church roof. Being war
time, great difficulties were encountered in this regard as no shingles or slates were
available. The cost of tiling amounted to £168/15/0, also a permit from the Department of
War Organisation was required. A total amount of £202/13/6 was collected from special
appeals and finally a balance of £16/4/1 was left. It was decided to put this towards; the
painting of the Church.

A pre 1920 photo
Of Fitzroy Falls
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The old pine trees were cut down and sold and new trees planted. This gave a profit
of £8/15/7 for the transaction. Continuing the improvement of Church grounds, the hedge
was cut down in 1943. It was decided to erect a fence along the east side of the Church.
A War Honour Roll Board 1939-45 was installed on the opposite wall to that of the
1914-18 Honour Roll.
The organ repairs which were necessitated through wet weather cost £34/4/0
including the fee of inspection. Further attention was needed to the organ in 1947, the
repairs in this case cost £57/10/0, which was raised by collection.
The Kneelers were made immovable at this time.
Once again the fences at the Rectory were untidy, so in 1949, 100 steel posts and
two coils of wire were purchased to attend to this need. The kitchen ceiling was steel
sheeted and new fibro ceilings put in three other rooms. An electric motor blower was
installed in 1961. Mr. Noad was given considerable voluntary help by local people to
complete the task. The manual blower had been in operation since 1891. General
donations met this expense. The painting of the Church was completed by November,
1951, and the late Reverend W. Kingston was the special speaker at the Service of
Thanksgiving. The total cost was £825/0/0. The original decorative designs and motifs were
preserved necessitating much hand work, the ceiling was painted cream to lighten the
interior. Painting and repairs to the Rectory were needed in 1953. Six pine trees were
planted in the Rectory grounds, water was connected to the Rectory in 1957.
A bequest of £200 to the Church was put into an account for repairs.
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The Church prior to 1935 – The old gate is still in use at the Rectory.

The Rectory today

CHURCH OF ENGLAND CEMETERY
Difficulties were experienced in regard to this; but in 1904 matters concerning it
were put in order. Trustees were chosen to be in charge of the Church of England part. In
1934, Trustees decided to hold control of the Church of England portion of the local
cemetery and continued to do so until 1958, when in May of that year they handed over
the Trusteeship to the Shoalhaven Shire Council at the request of the Church Trust. A credit
balance of £14 was also given to the Council, and the bank account was closed. The Church
Trust was then disbanded.
CHOIR
In earlier years Choirs took part in the Services being ably trained by different leaders
of the musical life of the Church. Organ recitals were a much appreciated feature.
Congregational singing has taken the place of choirs for many years.
CENTENARY YEAR
For this occasion much has been done to the Rectory, the courtyard has been
covered in making one floor level throughout with a very pleasant area for Fellowship and
other activities. It is taking the place of a Church Hall as well as giving protection against
the weather. The rooms have been redecorated and floors lifted where they had sunk.
Fences have been replaced, and rotary hoeing has greatly assisted preparations for the
garden.
The Church is to be painted in the interior where necessary, including damp
repellent.
The Houses of God, Worship and Dwelling must be kept properly if they are to be
worthy of our Lord and Master. The spirit of co-operation and goodwill shown in the
mighty task has indeed been given by God to those who have taken part in the work of
restoration.
___________________________________________________________
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Hampden Bridge
A Basket Tea and Service was held in the enclosed Courtyard of the Rectory on
Sunday, 17th October, 1971, to coincide with the laying of the Foundation Stone on 19th
October, 1871. The people who gave their voluntary labour to achieve the renovation and
redecoration of the Rectory were invited. The Rev. F. G. Taplin conducted a Thanksgiving
Service, mentioning the various achievements and donations in this mighty effort. Heartfelt
thanks were given to the Lord for the willing co-operation of so many. The Courtyard has
now become the meeting place for Church Functions. The Offertory was $75.73 on this
occasion.

The bridge under construction
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A typical Valley picnic at the turn of the century
ANNIVERSARIES
ANNIVERSARY – 50th
For this occasion a short history both local and Church was compiled by the late
Reverend Kingston. A week of celebrations was held, comprising a special preacher for the
preceding Sunday, the Reverend A R Ebbs, National Secretary C.E.M.S. and at Fern Hill at
2.30 p.m. A Jubilee Tea and Concert, and a great Thanksgiving Service conducted by the
late Archdeacons Charlton and Denman and the Reverend R. H. Pitt-Owen. This was
followed by an Anniversary picnic and rally of past and present Parishioners in the Rectory
grounds, 11.30 - 3 p.m. The week concluded with Jubilee Sunday Services, 8 a.m. Holy
Communion, 11 a.m. Holy Communion and Morning Prayer: 730 p.m. Thanksgiving Service,
Archdeacon S. H. Denman being the preacher, Fern Hill, 2 30 p m.; Wattamolla 2 15 p.m.
had special preachers: 3 p.m. Great Children's Rally: Reverend R. H. Pitt-Owen.
ANNIVERSAR Y - 75th
Archdeacon S. H. Denman was the Special Preacher on that occasion.
ANNIVERSARY - 100th
It is anticipated that the month of January, 1972 is to be a very interesting time.
Special Preachers have been invited for each Sunday, and on the 26th the Great
Thanksgiving will be held at 10.30 a.m. in the Church of the Good Shepherd, Kangaroo
Valley. It is hoped to have a very important guest speaker on that occasion. Following the
Service a wonderful time of reunion for those who have been connected with the Church in
the past as well as the present. All will gather in the Rectory grounds for a basket luncheon
and chat over “old times”. A Centenary Concert is to be held on Saturday, 29th January,
with many local artists.

___________________________________________________________
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FINANCE

This word always creates rather a dread feeling, because it has been and still is a
great problem to meet all expenses and needs of the Parish. In the early days stipend
collectors did a mighty job, also various methods were explored to increase the income of
the Parish. Sheep were raised and the wool and sheep were sold. Cattle were bred and
today this is continued on the glebe lands adjacent to the Rectory grounds. Wattle Bark
was another venture, then the idea of planting Certified Kangaroo Valley Perennial Rye
Grass was successfully negotiated. Unfortunately, this avenue had to be abandoned as the
demand for Rye Grass Seed diminished for some reason.
The work of the Ladies' Guild in raising funds must be mentioned at this point. From
the year of their inception until the present time, the Ladies have worked unceasingly and
graciously. Catering for various functions, shows, balls, weddings is part of their endeavour.
This year the Centenary Flower Show is being held on 23rd October and a special
effort is being made for its success. In 1958, Church promotion was introduced but it
became evident that it was still the wish of some Parishioners to contribute without
pledging.
God is no man's debtor, and though at present the financial situation is not too
healthy we have faith in our unfailing Lord.
The rallying call will not go unheeded by the people who know and love the Church
of the Good Shepherd, Kangaroo Valley.
APPRECIATION
Special attention should be drawn to the faithful work of the Church wardens
throughout the years, a great record of hardworking, trustworthy men, keen for the
promotion of God's Glory in this lovely Valley. To this should be added the committee and
their officers and the loyal band of workers, not forgetting the organists who throughout
the years and at the present time have given of their talents, in the times of Worship. May
God bless each and everyone in this Parish, who are seeking to work for His Glory, both
practically and Spiritually.
Progress 1972 –
M.W.S. & D. B. works
on the Shoalhaven
Water Scheme at
The Pondage

23

FACULTIES
This list is an endeavour to cover all Church furniture not already listed in booklet:-.
CROSS, in memory of Mrs. Dixon, donated by Mrs. Phyllis Hawkins.
VASES, Two on organ, donated by Rene Jarrett in memory of George Jarrett - Two,
donated by Sunday School.
PLATE, in memory of Goodwin Carter.
PRAYER B00K ON COMMUNION TABLE, in memory of William Joseph Lidbetter.
FLAGS, in memory of Alexander John Good.
FLOOD LIGHTS, donated by Harry Cox.
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