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SKETCHES OF LOCAL HISTORY AND 

THE HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH 

AND PARISH. 

 

My dear Friends and Parishioners, 

It is with deep spiritual reflection that one looks back 

over fifty years of parochial history on the occasion of the 

Jubilee of the opening of a church for Divine service to the 

glory of God. One thinks how kingdoms rise and fall, but 

the Church of Jesus Christ goes on for ever, building upon 

the sure foundation “against which the gates of hell shall 

not prevail.” 
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The Church of Jesus Christ has for nineteen centuries 

waged a continuous battle against sin and materialism, 

building up in their most holy faith the lives of those who 

have faithfully and devotedly stood for the cause of truth 

and righteousness as it is in Jesus. The world needed a 

Saviour when Jesus Christ came, bringing peace and 

goodwill to men. He reconciled the world to God, and 

today He is our Peace. The Church of the Good Shepherd 

has stood for the proclamation of that glorious Gospel of 

truly evangelical principles. We think of all those who 

have worshipped here during the past fifty years. We thank 

God for the heritage, which they have left us, in this 

Church and the six other churches in our parish. Has our 

thanksgiving been a real thanksgiving? I try to bring 

before you in this souvenir glimpses of the historic past – 

both of temporal an spiritual things. 

In this attempt to prepare a souvenir for the Jubilee 

Celebrations of the Church of the Good Shepherd, I cannot 

confine my effort to Church history only. This wonderful 

valley has a domestic or local history of the early 

pioneering days, which, too, is sacred. Ninety to one 

hundred years ago the axemen and the cedar-getters made 

their tools ring out to echo back from mountain to 

mountain their sturdy strokes. These cedar-getters worked 

their way over the mountains from the Shoalhaven about 

1830-1840, laying low giant cedars which were very 

plentiful on hill and dale. They hoisted some in small lots 

over the rocks or carried lots up on their backs. When the 

Kangaroo River was in flood they floated much cedar an 

rafts to the sea coast. 

  

 

 
 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, KANGAROO VALLEY 
North-west View 
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Agriculture was at first slow, owing to old fashioned 

machinery, such as the wooden plough drawn by bullocks, 

threshing by flails, and all other work done by hand; 

separators and factories were still to come. 

Try to picture this beautiful valley as it was then-even 

more beautiful than to-day - with all nature's abundance of 

trees, shrubs, flowers, streamlet, and rivers. The sides of 

the mountains were thickly clad with undergrowth, rich as 

in Killarney. The many streamlets and ravines were thick 

jungle clinging to numerous trees. A few gullies are still in 

this original state. Numerous birds and animals, too, one 

and all living in their exclusive paradise, soon to be 

surprised and even driven from their haunts by the 

intrusion of mere man. Then think of this valley of over 

thirty square miles, all to be explored, cleared, cultivated 

and turned into hundreds of farms. Picture then a first 

selector, in the person of Mr. Henry Osborne, working his 

way down from his station at Marshall Mount, in the 

Albion Park district, Through Jamberoo and over  the 

rough hills, over what was afterwards known as the old 

“Butter track,” as far as the valley. In those days to and 

from Wollongong on horseback was quite common; and 

even mothers thought nothing of walking with a child in 

arms long distances. When the mother could afford a 

horse, she usually carried a heavy load of sundries as well   

as baby. However travelling was safe either by day or 

night and the monotony of a journey was broken by the 

numerous birds by day and the many animals constantly 

moving about by night. It was true of every struggling 

settler in those days: “The gates (slip-rails) opened wide to 

the poor and the stranger, there smiles of hospitality, 

hearty and free.” Sydney was then a “far city.”  

 
 

VIEW OF VILLAGE, MEADOWS, AND BARRENGARRY 
HOUSE 
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As the Kangaroo Valley gradually opened up, it 

became part of the great dairying country known as 

“Illawarra,” a real Australian name meaning “Happy 

Valley” - about the only relic of Australia's native 

population now left in the district. It is traditional that 

there were many kangaroos thriving in this wonderful 

valley before the advent of white men; but would it not 

have been very appropriate to have called this place the 

real “Illawarra” for it is certainly the “Happy Valley”? 

Many pens have tried to put in print an adequate 

description of the fascinating beauty of the scenery of the 

Kangaroo Valley, with its surrounding hills and 

precipitous walls of rock, some thousands of feet high; 

then the gradual slope of rich pasture land, and the covert 

where the wallabies still survive, and then again the 

elevated plateaus - once cedar groves, now thriving dairy 

farms. Stretching out at one's feet is the natural carpet of 

verdant green, dotted here and there with comfortable 

homesteads, orchards, hayricks and dairies and 

ornamented with herds of sleek cattle. Then there are the 

ten and twenty acre paddocks of maize waving in the 

breeze in season. What will not grow in this “Golden 

Vale” has not been tried or planted. The visitor exclaims: 

“It is an enchanted place: nothing but green   paddocks, 

hundreds of cattle, and rich scenery.” The atmosphere, too, 

is so spicy and fresh it makes the Happy Valley the place 

of health. Heaven, too, seems nearer when the cool clouds 

envelop the summits of the hills. Wisps of vapour gather, 

curl, and creep down the hillsides, forming never-to-be-

forgotten scenes and inspiring all to adore the good 

Creator Who ordered all things well. With the Psalmist one 

finds himself saying: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 

from whence cometh my help. My help cometh even from 

the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth.”  

 
 

THE MEADOWS, KANGAROO VALLEY 
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Then in the valley there are the little valleys forming 

the basins of the Kangaroo River and its tributaries: Upper 

Kangaroo River, Barrengarry River, Broger's Creek, 

Beaumont and Bendeela - all possessing the same richness. 

All are lavishly endowed with foliage, plentiful in water 

supply, truly in the season one finds himself again 

meditating on the words of the Psalmist: “The valleys 

stand so thick with corn that they laugh and sing; Thou 

sendest rain into the little valleys thereof; Thou makest it 

soft with the drops of rain and blessest the increase of it; 

and the little hills shall rejoice on every side.” 

 

As this important part of the Illawarra District was 

destined to share in the chief industry of that district, it will 

not be amiss to say something about dairying here. By the 

way, a Church of England clergyman who worked 

amongst the earliest pioneers in the State, was one of the 

most successful breeders of dairy cattle at the time. He was 

the Rev. Samuel Marsden, who arrived with Governor 

Phillip. He was a great importer and breeder of blood 

stock. This same Anglican clergyman officiated at the first 

Christian service held in New Zealand. 

 

 

 

 In 1808 the Rev. Samuel Marsden returned from a 

visit to England with a number of red Norfolk and Suffolk 

Dun Polled cattle for his farm at South Creek. When the 

first Agricultural Society of New South Wales was 

established, in 1821, Mr. Marsden was selected as Vice 

President. Once when asked the secret of the success 

 
 

EARLY MORNING VIEW 
Mountain mist rising from Valley resembles a lake. 
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which his dairying cattle achieved, he replied: ''Bring them up in the way they should go, and when they are old they 

won't depart from it. That is to say, if they are like mine – 

well bred. “Bring them up to consume large quantities of 

milk-producing food.” 

In 1793 Rev. S. Marsden was considered the largest 

and most successful farmer in New South Wales. On 

Sunday, July 13, 1805, the first cattle show took place at 

Parramatta, Governor King, Major Johnston and Rev. 

Samuel Marsden were  present. All three owned the 3,000 

head of cattle then inspected. Thus, while we may not 

approve of his way of Sabbath observance, it is interesting 

to know that a clergyman took a, very important part in the 

best interests of cattle raising and dairying in the early 

days of this State. 

About 1840 Mr. H. Osborne took up part of the 

valley and promoted an employee from Marshall Mount to 

the position of manager of a dairying and cattle-raising 

station. One morning in the January of 1846 this 

progressive immigrant found himself in charge of a team 

of mules and pack-horses en route for “Kangaroo,” to 

arrive over the already mentioned “Butter track'' (over this 

track the men carried the produce on their shoulders) . 

  

 

 

 
FITZROY FALLS, 

plunging almost three hundred feet before reaching the rocks. 
Situated at Moss Vale approach to Kangaroo Valley 
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The late Mr. Henry Osborne, who came from County 

Tyrone, Ireland, settled at Marshall Mount, near 

Wollongong, in 1829. He was, like the Rev. S. Marsden, 

most careful and successful in cattle-raising. From his 

studs, many important herds were raised. Though Mr. H. 

Osborne was hardly ever known to have parted with his 

best animals. The herd of the late Mr. G. Tate, of 

“Oakdale,” Kangaroo Valley, originated from Mr.   

Osborne's cattle. Mr. Tate then lived at Broughton Village, 

near Gerringong. His  famous cow “Tot of Oakdale,” is on 

the list of celebrated Illawarra cows. 

All this leads up to the history of the family of Mr. 

Alick Osborne, son of Mr. Henry Osborne. He came to 

live on the Valley Station about 1850. The late Alick 

Osborne was indeed the first to move and give towards the 

building of the Church of the Good Shepherd. Mr. Alick 

Osborne soon acquired most of' the valley in the family. 

About 1867 he gave the ground for the Public School, 

Church of  England and Roman Catholic Churches with 

rectory grounds. By this time he had many tenants as 

dairymen on the property. He then gave ground for a 

township, and so Kangaroo Valley started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hitherto, services were occasionally held at Mr. 

Osborne's, at Barrengarry, (one time the seat of a great 

family and now owned by Mr. Richard Nelson). Through 

the efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Osborne, the necessary amount 

was raised for the erection of the church. The valley at this 

time was part of the Broughton Creek parish, and received 

ministrations from the clergy of that parish. The late Rev. 

J. T. O'Connor told a humourous story of “how he used to 

climb the mountains holding on  to  the horse 's tai1.” 

Amongst the subscribers towards the initial cost of 

the church were the A. Osborne family, and the following: 

- Nov. 20, 1869, Rev. J. Barnier, Messrs. O 'Connor, 

Nugent, Ed. Dawes, David Quirk, Mary Ann Bailey, Mrs. 

Shannon, James Wilson, John Bailey, George Tate, Mr. 

Binns, Biee, Wily, Robert Graham, A. Emery, E Wright, 

Sam Huxley, Walker, John Milligan, John T. Milligan, 

John Jarrett, B. M. Osborne, N. H. Throsby, Henry Lewis, 

E. Vid1er, T. H. Gray, Rev. Bailey, Miss Vance, Rev. 

Costelle, David McIllwraith, Mr. Ryder, Earl Belmore, 

John Graham, James Field, William Reid, R. H. Binns, W. 

Binns, C. Cronberger, J. Rutledge, R. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. 

Alick Osborne, W. Bates, and C. Cox. 
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On November 2, 1870, the first meeting of the 

Church Committee was held. There were present Messrs 

O'Connor, Nugent, Graham, Milligan and A. Osborne. On 

November 26th of the same year, the tender of Mr. 

Frederick Moore was accepted for the brickwork of the 

church; and on December 10th, the tender of Mr. W. 

Saville for the carpenter's work was accepted. 

On January 26, 1872, the first service was held in thc 

Church of the Good Shepherd, when the following clergy 

were present: the Rev. J. C. Corlette, Revs. S. Kimmes, J. 

Barnier and W. Hough. Holy Communion was celebrated, 

and the offertory amounted to £82/8/4. 

At the first Easter meeting Messrs Nugent and Binns 

were elected People's Wardens, and Mr. A. Osborne as 

Clergyman's Warden. 

The register shows the names of Rev. John O'Connor, 

1872-75; Rev. Joseph Barnier, 1872-76; Rev. J. Stack, 

1873-76; Rev. John Elkin, 1876-82; Rev. G. M. Brown, 

1879-82, clergy from the parish of Broughton Village 

(now Berry). 

In 1882 Kangaroo Valley was constituted a separate 

parish. 

At the Easter meeting of 1881, it was proposed by 

Mr. Osborne and seconded by Mr. Binns that application 

be made to the Dean for a resident clergyman for 

Kangaroo Valley. The motion was carried. It was also 

proposed that a meeting of parishioners be called to find 

money to build a rectory.  We know no more until the 

work is completed. 

  

 

 
 

Rev G. H. Muzy 



9 

On February 26, 1882, Rev. G. H. Muzy became the 

first Rector of this parish, rendering faithful and 

continuous service for ten years, until 1892, when he 

became Rector of Berry. He was known in the Valley as 

“the grand old man”; always ready to help. 

The first Confirmation service was held in 1884, 47 

candidates being presented. 

The Rev. H. Tate was inducted by Dean Cowper, on 

February 23, 1892, the appointed office being used. 

Stipend collectors then were as follows:- Kangaroo Valley: 

Miss Jarrett (sister to Mr. T. E. Jarrett); Fern Hill: G. Tate 

and D. C. Pryce; Wattamolla; Mr. G. Priddle; Bendeela: 

Mr. A. King; Barrengarry: Messrs Joyce and Bates; 

Cambewarra Mountain: Mr. R. Binns. Churchwardens 

were Messrs. John Jarrett, H. Joyce and H. Gray. 

The Rev. J. P. Ollis officiated for three weeks at the 

end of Mr. Tate 's incumbency, and the Rev. F. Kellett was 

inducted on January 23, 1896, by Rev. Frank Elder. 

On May 2, 1900, Rev. F. J. Dillion took charge of 

this parish, and on July 15 the induction service took place, 

the Rev. Samuel Fox officiating. In July, 1907, Mr. Dillon 

completed more than seven years of successful work, and 

the Rev. E. C. Crotty took up temporary duty for four 

weeks, until the Rev. W. St. John. Chase was appointed 

Rector. The induction service took place on September 18, 

1907, when the Archbishop was represented by the then 

Rural Dean, Rev. T. P. Alkin. 

 
 

  

 
 

Rev. S. H. Denman 



10 

 

 

The Rev. W. R. Bowers did temporary duty from 

September 12, 1909, to October 10, 1910, and on the last 

Sunday of August, 1910, Mr. Chase fulfilled three years 

faithful and regular service to the parish. 

 

Again the Rev. E. C. Crotty was in temporary charge, 

also Rev. J, H. Spear, until on the second Sunday in 

Advent, 1910, Rev. S. H. Denman took up his duties as 

Rector of Kangaroo Valley, where, until the end of April, 

1911, he spent a very energetic time - much appreciated by 

the parishioners. He then became clerical secretary of the 

Church Missionary Society. 

 

The Rev. R. H. Pitt Owen was now inducted by Rev. 

Thomas V. Alkin, Rural Dean, on May 10, 1911. The Rev. 

Clarke Kennedy did duty during the period from October 

to December 1913. 

 

The Archbishop visited the parish for a distribution of 

prizes and Special Religious Instruction Diplomas on 

February 3, 1914, just prior to Mr. Pitt Owen's departure 

for work in Sydney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Edwin Shipley was inducted on March 10, 

1914, by Rev. W. Newmarch (Rural Dean) till September, 

1916, when Rev. R. Winter did temporary duty till Rev. 

William Corner was appointed Rector, being inducted by 

Rev. C. A. Stubbin (Rural Dean.) on November 14, 1916. 

Mr. Corner fulfilled over four years’ work, and in 1921 

was appointed to the parish of Bankstown and Punchbowl. 

 

After a period of some few months, during which 

Rev. M. Sandiford did duty, the present Rector, Rev. Wm. 

Kingston, was appointed by the Archbishop. He was 

inducted on September 12, 1921, by the Venerable 

Archdeacon Martin, and during his five months in the 

parish he has experienced the geniality of all and the 

hospitality and generosity of many. Most of all is he 

supported loyally and prayerfully by the Church Wardens 

and Parish Council; they comprise a good team.  Then 

there are the Sunday School teachers and members of the 

choir and other helpers, all   fellow-workers together in the 

work of the Lord Jesus.  The young men, too, are banded 

together in the Young Men's Society. 
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The parish church is of brick on a stone foundation, 

beautifully situated in a large churchyard dotted with 

evergreen trees and shrubs.  So like the beautiful restful 

churches in the country parts of England and Ireland. This 

is made even more sacred by the graves and tombstones. 

There beneath the shadow of the edifice in which some 

were baptized and confirmed, and some worshipped, their 

bodies have been laid to rest. Of them we say: “Blessed are 

the dead which die in the Lord, for they rest from their 

labours, for ever with the Lord! Amen. So let it be.” 

 

The interior of the church is very beautiful, the 

furniture being of cedar wood throughout and very 

becoming to the atmosphere of reverence and worship. All 

the windows are of stained glass, the east end window 

representing the Good Shepherd. There is also a handsome 

pipe organ, which is a very good instrument. Two brass 

tablets are erected to the memory of members of the A. 

Osborne family in the east end. Altogether the parish 

church of the Valley, surrounded as it is by an artistic 

white paling fence, compares more than favourably with 

any country church in the State. 

 

A School Hall exists, but it will not bear much 

criticism, as, after forty years service, it needs renovation, 

which we hope, with God's blessing, to have effected in 

time. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. W. KINGSTON 
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Before we can think of the School Hall, the church 

must have a new roof of tiles or slates – the timber work 

will carry either. We look forward to our Jubilee 

Thankoffering for the wherewithal to do this work. Up to 

the present shingles have been used, and after three new 

sets and many repairs, call for renewal. 

 

 

The Rectory is a solid stone building, cottage plan, 

containing eight rooms in very fair repair. The roof is 

corrugated iron over shingles, which makes it a cool home 

in summer. The walls on the outside are beautifully 

covered with evergreen creeper. It stands in its own 

grounds of about thirteen acres. The situation is very 

beautiful, being about half way between the village and the 

Suspension Bridge, or about five minutes walk from the 

church. Great pine trees right round the residence give the 

place quite an old country air, helped by the old paling 

fence and two gate entrances. 

 

 

At Upper Kangaroo River, there is the Fern Hill 

Church, built in 1882. Mr. E. Parrish was prime mover and 

collector for the building of the church. 

The ground, comprising half an acre (a select spot), 

was donated by the late Mr. Brain. The church was later 

rebuilt by Mr. Victor Cooper. The covering of the Holy 

Table is a gift by the late Mrs. A. Osborne, as are also the 

Holy Communion vessels. Rev. G.  M. Brown, then of 

Berry, presented the Bible and Book of Common Prayer 

which are still in use. The memory of Rev. F. J. Dillon's 

rectorship is kept green by some pine trees which he 

donated and helped to plant. Mr. E. Parrish was the first to 

be married in the church to Miss Graham, of Upper 

Kangaroo, and God has richly blessed them. 

  

 

 
 

THE RECTORY, KANGAROO VALLEY 
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His eldest son, Mr. A. E. Parrish, M.M. (late A.I.F.), 

had the church renovated and a ceiling put in at his own 

expense as a thanksgiving for his safe return from the 

Great War. 

 

This part of the parish has always been very staunch 

and a great help to the centre. The early days on the Upper 

Kangaroo River were very difficult, as the only approach 

was over the old “Butter track,” or over the mountain from 

Robertson, or from Broughton Creek through Wattamolla 

and Broger's Creek. Among the earliest pioneers of Upper 

River were Mr. and Mrs. John Graham, 88 and 85 years 

respectively, who are still enjoying good health. 

 

Barrengarry Union Church was built by the 

residents, the amount required being collected by Mr. 

Vance. The building was erected by local tradesmen, Mr. 

John Chittick and Mr. Sweeney; it was opened by the Rev. 

H. Tate in 1886. These were the mail coach days, between 

Berry and Moss Vale. An old wooden bridge served on the 

Kangaroo River, at the entrance to Barrengarry, where 

now stands the majestic pillars and arches of the Hampden 

Suspension Bridge, erected by the Government in 1889. 

 

 

Barrengarry has always been the strong arm of the 

Valley, with its rich meadows and grassy slopes which 

supply pasture for the herds which made it necessary to 

build the famous Barrengarry Butter Factory. Among the 

active helpers in the olden  days in this district one may 

recall the late Henry Lewis and the late Mrs. Alfred 

Brooks, the late W. Bates, also Mr. J. Chittick and Miss 

Vance. 

  

 
 

FERN HILL CHURCH 
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Bendeela or Lower Kangaroo River – a beautiful 

dairying and grazing district, about six miles from the 

village. It became a settlement about 1866, when Mr. 

Thomas Rendall (now in his 88th year and still hale and 

hearty) came over the Cambewarra Mountain and took up 

a selection in Bendeela. He says: “I made three attempts to 

cross the Cambewarra Mountain; twice I failed as the 

horse was slipping, the track was so bad. The third time I 

succeeded, and since then God has been good to me.” 

 

Here there is another Union Church, where services 

are held regularly. Mrs. Rendall and family keep the little 

place of worship in order, and at present the residents are 

effecting repairs. 

 

Wattamolla, an extended arm of the Valley 

following the Broger's Creek as far as Wood Hill is walled 

in by mountains on either side. Happy homes nestle on the 

hillsides and in the valley. Here is another Union Church, 

built on Mr. Well's farm and situated very near his 

homestead, where there is always an open door and 

hospitality for the clergy who drive nine miles from either 

Kangaroo Valley or Berry. Mr. Devitt is a strong pillar of 

this church, in which he was married in the early part of its 

history. Mr. W. Barrett is our official representative in this 

quarter, and he very diligently makes a visit to each home 

about every quarter. 

 

Mrs. Morrow is perhaps the oldest resident of  this 

district, one of the good old Christian characters. Any 

Sunday afternoon you may find her in close communion 

with her Lord, quietly reading the Book of books, as she 

cannot get out to the service in the church. 

  

 

 
 

HAMPDEN SUSPENSION BRIDGE, 
which spans the Kangaroo River half a mile from the village 

(Block kindly supplied by Govt. Tourist Bureau.) 
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Beaumont. Then what of the beautiful Beaumont, 

that ”Glengarriff” of the Valley, on the way to the 

“Lookout” on the Nowra Road? This centre, too, has its 

public school, post office and church, as have all the other 

centres already mentioned. The love of God and the same 

spirit of unity compelled the local residents to build a 

Union Church, which stands by the public highway most 

unpretending. It may be compared to the “oasis in the 

desert,” for there, too, many souls have been refreshed and 

strengthened, as they pass on the road of life, sometimes 

dry and barren to the weary pilgrim. Is it not true that a 

weary sundowner from time to time has taken away part of 

a window in this church and literally taken his rest therein? 

Mr. Priddle is our representative in this centre, being 

Beaumont's representative on the Parish Council. 

 

Throughout the Parish we are fortunate to have 

musical talent voluntarily at the Master's service, such are 

Misses Morrisson, Jarrett, Keevers, Rendall, the Misses 

Priddlc, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Chittick and Mrs. Cullen, 

also Mr. Alf. Williams as cornetist, and Mr. Priddle. 

 

It was in 1894 that the church was thoroughly 

renovated and improved. The following extract is from the 

local press of 1894:-- 

 

 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 1894. 

 

All interested in the advancement of our township, 

and particularly worshipers at the above snug little vine-

covered edifice will be pleased to learn that it is at length 

to be thoroughly renovated and improved. Operations, we 

understand, will be commenced on the 13th instant. The 

church will be closed on three Sundays - March 18th and 

25th, and April 1st. It is much to be regretted that Good 

Friday and Easter Monday will intervene, and the usual 

services associated with Eastertide be foregone, the 

building not being available; but it was thought advisable 

to set to work whilst the services of Mr. Wells could be 

obtained. All necessary arrangements for Divine Service 

during the progress of the improvements have been made 

by Rev. H. Tate, the incumbent, and we understand that 

the Sunday School, nearby, will be temporarily used for 

the purpose. The re-opening of the Church is fixed for 

April 8th, on which day the Rev. Canon Kemmis will 

preach morning and evening, when there will be a special 

offertory towards church expenses. Mr. Cecil Compton 

will preside at the organ, and notice of chants and hymns 

to be used on the occasion will be given later on. The 

enlarged and revised edition of the “Hymnal Companion,” 

presented by Mrs. Alick Osborne, will be used, and the 

building will be brilliantly lighted from the sides by new 

lamps.  
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KANGAROO VALLEYSOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL 
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In 1902 the church was again re-roofed at a cost of 

over £40, and almost every year since an item of 

expenditure has occurred in connection with the shingles. 

With a tile or slate roof all this would be obviated. Then let 

us see to it that fifty years hence when the centenary is 

celebrated, the roof we propose will still hold good. 

 

On May 11, 1902, the Kangaroo Valley “Times” 

reports the unveiling of a tablet erected in the church of the 

Good Shepherd in memoriam of the late Alick Osborne, of 

Barrengarry and his wife, Isabel M. Osborne, at the 

conclusion of the morning service on Sunday, May 4th, by 

the Rev. G. H„ Muzy, of Berry, who also preached a 

sermon from Proverbs x., 7: “The memory of the just is 

blessed.” Fitting reference was made to the noble Christian 

work done by Mr. and Mrs. A. Osborne, for this parish and 

church. The beautiful and chaste structure in which the 

tablet is erected being a memorial in itself  of this worthy 

pair whose memory will always live in the hearts of the 

worshippers there for their kindly deeds, benevolent acts 

and friendly sympathy while among them. After the tablet 

was unveiled the hymn, “Peace, Perfect Peace,” was sung. 

 

In the church is a roll of honor in memory of the 

members of the Church who served in the Great  War.  

 

 

 

A detailed summary of all the devoted helpers of our 

church is impossible, but I may be allowed to mention a 

few families and individuals. There is Mr. T. E. Jarrett and 

family. Mr. Jarrett has been Rector's Warden for   the past 

seven years. His father, the late Mr. John Jarrett held the 

honour for over thirty years, being next to Mr. A. Osborne, 

as the Church's oldest supporter. 

 

Mr. W. G. Miller, the late manager of the local E. S. 

& A. Bank, has done much service, being treasurer for 

over ten years, and we still have his devoted prayers and 

help. The People's Wardens are Mr. E. T. Good (who came 

to the Valley a buoyant lad of 18 from Ireland, and has 

prospered in the Valley,) and Mr. W. Wilson a native of 

Barrengarry fulfils his duties well. Our Churchwardens are 

not mere figureheads - they work hard for the financial and 

spiritual welfare of the parish. They are ably supported by 

the Parish Councillors; altogether they are a good team. 

Prominent among the officers are Mr. A. M. McGuinness 

(Treasurer), and Mr. A. Lidbetter (Secretary). Besides 

those in official positions, there are many others, as Mr. 

and Mrs. G. Walker, Mr. W. S. Scott (of Glenmurray), Mr. 

Charles M. Burton, and Mr. Wm. Cox (of Barrengarry).  
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We think of the past - they were giants in those days - 

and we recall the names of the late W. M. Nugent, for 

many years Churchwarden; the late Francis Alexander, 

whose son is now in the Church of England ministry; Mr. 

Alick Osborne and Mrs. Osborne, who did so much for the 

Church (their sons and daughters have now left the Valley, 

yet still support our church liberally, and come to see us 

when possible); the late Henry Lewis, G. Tate, John 

Graham, and, as already mentioned, Mr. John Jarrett, who 

selected “Cedar Gove” away in 1866, now occupied by his 

grandson, Mr. Victor Jarrett. Many old supporters are now 

in other parts of the State, but we do not forget their good 

efforts when amongst us; such were Mr. A. Bennett (then 

banker), Mr. R. Wilkinson, Mr.  W. S. Kebby, Miss Dick, 

Mrs. Trimble, Mr. H. J. Bryen and Mr. H. Joyce. 

 

Still surviving are old supporters in the persons  of 

Mr. W. Marsden, now 93 years, and still well and  strong. 

Mr. W. Wright, We regret to say, is now not well and is 

confined to his room. Last but not least we say of the 

ladies, they have been and  still are excellent helpers, one 

time so ably led by the  late Mrs. Osborne, now even 

sometimes making up  for lack of effort on. the part of 

many of the men. All sections of the community co-

operate in a wonderful way, inspired by the unity of the 

different denominations. The co-operation and support 

which the Non-Conformist bodies give is much 

appreciated. 

 

Jubilee keynote: “Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

SOME MEMBERS OF THE LADIES’ JUBILEE COMMITTEE 
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O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our Eternal Home. 

 

We look back, and we thank God; 

We think of the present, and our hearts are glad; 

We look forward, we are filled with hope. 

 

 

This short history has been gathered chiefly from the 

oldest residents of the Valley, helped by the Parish 

Registers, and by Mr. S. F. Osborne. May it be an 

inspiration to us all for the future to achieve greater things 

in the Master's service is the sincere prayer of 

 

 

Your affectionate Rector, 

William KINGSTON. 

 

____________ 

 

 

Transcription pbd 2016 

 

_______________________ _________________ 
D. S. FORD, Printers, 729 George Street, Sydney. 

 

 
 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
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“The Lord hath done great things for us already, 

whereof we are glad.” - Psalm cxxvi, 3. 
 

We scan the years swept from us 

   By time's swift-rolling stream, 
We gaze in awe and wonder, 

  We stand like them that dream; 

Our mouth is filled with laughter, 
  With joyful praise we say- 

“The Lord hath done great things for us, 

   O praise His Name to-day!” 
 

In years long past our fathers 

   Cast forth the holy grain, 
With faith in Him Who giveth 

   The first and latter rain; 

Where now glad harvests ripen 
  They trod their fruitful way: 

“The Lord hath done great things for us, 

O praise His Name to-day!” 
 

On, then, through years before us 

The precious seed to bear, 
Although with tears of sorrow 

The Master's toil we share, 

Sure in the Day of harvest 

Sheaves at His feet to lay; - 

“The Lord will do great things for us, 

praise His Name alway!” 
 

Then, when the years are ended, 

And time has ceased to be, 
When ours the joy of harvest 

Through all eternity, 

Shall rise the heavenly anthem, 

Which ne'er shall pass away,- 

“The Lord hath done great things for us, 

  Praise we His Name for aye!” Amen. 

Rev. W. J. L. Sheppard. 

Jubilee Programme. 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd. 

 

Special Preacher: Rev. A. R. Ebbs. National Secretary, C.E.M.S. 

Fern Hill, 2.30 p.m. 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24th. 

Jubilee Concert and Tea. 

Artists include Rev. G. E. and Mrs. Edmondson, aided by local 

talent. 

 

ACTUAL JUBILEE DATE, 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26th. 

(Australia's Anniversary Day.) 

 

Great Thanksgiving Service, 7.30 p.m. 
Rev. Canon Charlton, Rev. S. H. Denman and Rev.  

R. H. Pitt-Owen. 

Children's Service (short), 11 a.m. 
Anniversary Picnic and Rally of past and present 

Parishioners in Rectory Grounds, 11.30 to 3 p.m. 

 

JUBILEE SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th. 

 
8 a.m., Holy Communion. 

11 a.m., Holy Communion and Morning Prayer. 
7.30 p.m.. Great Thankoffering Service: Rev. S. H Denman.· 

3 p.m., Great Children's Rally : Rev. R. H.  Pitt Owen. 

Fern Hill, 2.30: Wattamolla. 2.15. Special Preachers 
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MAP OF KANGAROO VALLEY AND SURROUNDING DISTRICT 

(Block kindly supplied by Govt. Tourist Bureau) 


