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CENTENARY
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In celebrating the Centenary, we are looking forward with pleasure to
the presence of, as Official Guests, Mr. I. C. Young, B.Ec., Director of
Education (South Coast Area); Mr. L. E. Phelps, B.A., M.Ed., District
Inspector of Schools and Mr. R. T. Knowles who will be representing the
President of the Shire of Shoalhaven, Clr. W. P. Ryan, M.D.
Mr. I. C. Young, B.Ec., Director of Education (South Coast Area),
representing the Hon. C. B. Cutler, E.D., M.L.A., Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education and Science, will open the Centenary Celebrations
and unveil the commemorative plaque.
The School Centenary Committee extends a hearty welcome to them,
and also to all pupils, teachers and citizens, past and present who can be
with us to celebrate this historic occasion.
As a worthwhile project and a culmination of our activities during the
Centenary Year a Reference Library will be presented to the School.
- The School Centenary
Celebrations Committee
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Thomas Greenwood Hird
First teacher at Kangaroo Valley School (1871 – 1874)

2

KANGAROO VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL CENTENARY

1871 - 1971

THOMAS GREENWOOD HIRD



Thomas Greenwood Hird, who opened the first school in Kangaroo
Valley in 1871, was born at Bradford (England) in 1822 and migrated to
N.S.W. in 1848. On their departure from England, Mr. and Mrs. Hird were
accompanied by their daughter, Elizabeth but while their ship was in Bass
Strait, a few days sailing from Sydney, their second daughter, Mary Jane,
was born.
On his arrival in Sydney, Mr. Hird was appointed (in July, 1848) to the
Wesleyan School in Bourke Street, Surry Hills where he taught for about five
years when he joined the National Schools. His first appointment under the
National School System was to Port Macquarie where a school was
established in the old Military Barracks From Port Macquarie Mr. Hird
moved to the Macleay River where he opened the first school on that river
at West Kempsey and from there he subsequently transferred to
Bowenfels, near Lithgow, and later to Blayney.
In 1871, he was transferred from Blayney to open the new school at
Kangaroo Valley and family legend has it that he, with his wife and family,
walked from Moss Vale to Kangaroo Valley, since there was no coach road
between the two centres. It was in Kangaroo Valley that the younger
daughter, Mary Jane Hird met, and in 1872 married, John Vance one of the
older sons of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Vance, of “Violet Bank”, Kangaroo Valley.
John Vance and his brother, Thomas, at this time were farmers who had
settled on selections at Barrengarry.
After his service in Kangaroo Valley, Mr. Hird served at Mulgoa Forest
and finally at Wombat, retiring from the service in 1884. In his later years,
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after the death of his wife, Mr. Hird Iived with his elder daughter, Elizabeth,
and her husband, Mr. B. G. Engelhardt, who was also a teacher. For a period
Mr. Engelhardt had been the teacher at Jamberoo and, during the last years
of Mr. Hird's life, was the teacher at Henty which was midway between
Albury and Wagga Wagga. During those last years of his life Mr. Hird was
cared for by his daughter, Mrs. Engelhardt and his grand-daughter, Miss
Matilda Vance, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. .Joseph Vance.
In 1906, after a full and active life as a pioneering teacher in this state,
Mr. Hird died at Henty at the age of 84 years.

____________________
I. C. Young B.Ec.
Director of Education
South Coast Directorate
____________________
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____________________
CENTENARY
MESSAGE
FROM OUR
MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
____________________
Congratulations to the teachers and pupils of the Kangaroo Valley
Public School and to the people of Kangaroo Valley and district on the
occasion of the School Centenary.
The Kangaroo Valley School, like hundreds of small schools in the
towns and villages scattered throughout Australia, has filled a very
important role in the lives of the generations of children who have passed
through it.
Our small schools have a splendid record of achievement and some of
Australia's greatest sons were the product of “bush” schools.
Over the 100 years of life of the Kangaroo Valley Public School it has
played an important part in the district's life.
The school, and its active Parents and Citizen s' Association, are the
pivot of mutual interest of all town and district residents.
During the 100 years of education in Kangaroo Valley the P. & C.
Association has played a major part in the provision of additional assistance
to teachers and pupils.
In complimenting the Kangaroo Valley P. & C. Centenary Committee on
the organisation of the celebrations, I express my thanks for the
opportunity to contribute this message to your publication.
Tom Lewis,
Member for Wollondilly.
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SHIRE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It Is with great pride that I join the citizens of Kangaroo Valley in
acknowledging the Centenary of the foundation of their School.
The occasion brings to mind, with gratitude, the sterling work done
over that hundred years by the resident families - families whose names
have been and are bywords throughout the area in the fields of Agriculture,
Administration and Citizenship.
The standard of development of an area and its community spirit are
largely determined by the influence exerted on its youth by family life, the
school and its teachers.
1971 will commence an era of unprecedented expansion with many
challenges. However, I am sure that our future remains secure in the hands
of the citizens of this Shire, as exemplified by those gathered here today on
the occasion of the Centenary of the Kangaroo Valley Public School.
I trust that today will be a very happy and memorable one for you all.
W. P. Ryan,
President
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A CENTENARY MESSAGE FROM THE

DISTRICT SCHOOL INSPECTOR
There is no more important event for a school than the celebration of its
Centenary. The occasion is no less significant for the community which has been
served by its school for a hundred years, especially a community as ·conscious of its
history as Kangaroo Valley.
The pupils at present attending the school have a .unique opportunity of
identifying themselves with preceding generations of pupils who played similar
games in the same playground and, since 1885, were taught in the same sandstone
building and whose feet helped wear the same doorsteps. In addition, pupils have
the chance to gain a clearer understanding of their district's history and heritage by
a closer study of their school's development. This will be enriched from first-hand
reports by older ex-pupils of their schooldays and examples of work from former
years.
The residents of Kangaroo Valley and ex-pupils who have settled elsewhere
have occasion to meet once more, no doubt in nostalgic mood, to reminisce of
their exploits at school and recall teachers of the past. It is always difficult to assess
the influence of a teacher on his or her pupils, however, much is probably owed to
those early teachers, who despite the comparative isolation and primitive
conditions of the early settlement, served the school and its pupils well.
It is important to realise that a school came to “The Valley” a century ago
because the citizens desired that their children should benefit from ‘schooling’. The
initiative came from Alick Osborne and much time and effort was contributed by
citizens then, and since, to establish and support the school. The school has
changed little over the years. What of the future? How will the Shoalhaven Water
Scheme affect the Valley and the school? One would hope that, following the flurry
of construction activity, the Valley will retain the charm that has made it so widely
known and admired.
Whatever the future, the past is a reality, as is
the contribution by Kangaroo Valley School to its
community. This service can confidently be expected
to continue.
My congratulations are extended to the school,
the Parents and Citizens’ Association and the
Kangaroo Valley community on this historic occasion.
L. E. Phelps, B.A. M. Ed.

7

KANGAROO VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL CENTENARY

1871 - 1971

______________________
KANGAROO
VALLEY P. & C.
PRESIDENT’s
MESSAGE
______________________
In a small community such as Kangaroo Valley, a School Centenary is
an important event, as it affords us the opportunity to renew old
acquaintances and to reminisce of the past.
For a century the school has served the people of Kangaroo Valley,
educating the children, so that they have been able to take their place in
the community, fully confident in the knowledge that their education has
been equal to the best.
When we revue the progress that has been made over the century, we
find the basic subjects are much the same as a hundred years ago, although
modern teaching methods have varied greatly.
The Parents and Citizens' Association, through the support of the
community has through the years donated much of the equipment that is
so necessary for the education of the children. As President of the Parents
and Citizens’ Association, I wish to thank the members for their support and
the teachers for their interest and co-operation.
In an age where a good education is becoming a necessity, may the
school continue to provide the academic and artistic skills so necessary in
the citizens of tomorrow.
Ross Smart
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
On behalf of myself and all associated with this school, I wish to
express a word of gratitude to those people who have assisted so freely
with our Centenary Celebrations. Indeed, it has been a whole community
effort, co-ordinated by the Centenary Committee. Congratulations to this
Committee an d all associated therewith for their loyal, active support on
this important historic occasion.
The celebration of the School's Centenary affords us the opportunity to
take a glimpse back into the early days of education in the district. A perusal
of the School's History and snippets gleaned from discussions associated
with the compilation of this Centenary Booklet prompts many a thought on
aspects of educational change throughout the century.
On initial examination, the striking feature is one of vast change from
the difficult, primitive and challenging conditions of the pioneering days of
education in the old original school by comparison with those existing
today. Yet viewed in perspective, one sees that beneath the more advanced
and sophisticated but no less challenging scene of today, the school
throughout the century has changed little in its basic aims. No doubt, Mr.
Hird and all his successors have been pre-occupied with the task of
moulding the citizens of the future. Those responsibilities so basic to
education today, the development of academic and artistic skills, health
and physical training and perhaps more important still spiritual, moral and
social development, surely were, are and will be the concern of all teachers
past, present and future.
For a century the school has been a focal point of, and has served the
community well. No doubt this function and spirit of service and the
challenge of education will persist.
Finally, I extend a hearty welcome to
those ex-pupils and friends who have
returned to help us celebrate the Centenary.
Sincerely I wish that this will be a most
pleasant occasion, of renewing old
friendships, of reminiscence and to humbly
toast the past, happily celebrate the present
and optimistically contemplate the future.
G. R. Williams, B. A.
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HISTORY OF
KANGAROO VALLEY
PUBLIC SCHOOL
1871-1940
PREPARED by HELEN GIBSON,
Division of Planning,
New South Wales Department of Education
OCTOBER, 1970
From records held in the Mitchell Library, State Archives
and Department of Education.
___________________________________________________________

KANGAROO VALLEY PUBLIC
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Hampden Bridge, Kangaroo Valley

The distinguishing feature about the Kangaroo Valley, which is inland from the
South Coast between Nowra on the coast and Moss Vale on the tableland, is the
fact that apart from the point where the Kangaroo River joins the Shoalhaven River,
the valley is surrounded by mountains, the most upstanding being Cambewarra
Mountain or Good Dog Range, “mountain of fire” to the Aborigines. There are now
a number of roads into this important dairying district and tourist haunt, but in the
nineteenth century this physical barrier must have hampered and delayed
settlement.
The first recorded entry into the valley was made by Moss Vale's most
important citizen, Charles Throsby. The year of his visit was 1818, but it is not
unlikely that there were a few cedar cutters here even before this as cedar was
being shipped from Nowra in the years after 1811. It is even possible that the cattle
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owned by Captain Brooks of Denham Court near Liverpool was already there. It is,
known that he had cattle there in 1820, but they may have been there even before
that. Cedar getters moved into the valley in large numbers in the 1830's.
AN EARLY PATRON
In 1829, Henry Osborne, who was destined to become the valley's largest
landowner, arrived to settle in the colony. He received a 2560 acre land grant in the
Albion Park which he called Mount Marshall. He was active in public life, becoming
a Legislative Councillor in 1851 and a Member of the Legislative Assembly in 1856
when one was established. When he died in 1859 at the age of 56, one of his sons,
Alick, became the proprietor of the Barrengarry Estate in the Kangaroo Valley
which the father had worked under a succession of managers since he acquired it
in 1838. Alick had settled permanently in the valley in the 1850's.
For many years the only two important landowners were Alick Osborne and S.
Gray who had settled at Bendiela. However, Robertson's Land Act of 1861 brought
the same change here as it did to many other places in the country. Free Selectors,
men of small means, began arriving in large numbers. Before this the only men of
small means would have been workmen in the employ of Osborne and Gray.
In 1867 Alick Osborne gave land to be surveyed as a township site. He also
gave land for the Anglican and Roman Catholic church sites. He was the prime
mover in having the Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd built, contributing
liberally to its erection and furnishing. The township gained a Post Office on 1st
February, 1870, when W. A. Nugent was appointed the first Post Master.
MOVE TO ESTABLISH FIRST SCHOOL
By 1868 there were about 200 people living within a few miles of the
Kangaroo Valley settlement. The children, 50 in all, had no school, so on 4th July,
1868, Alick Osborne wrote to the Council of Education about the possibility of a
Public School being opened.
“You are no doubt aware that this is a very poor place”, he wrote. “Will you
kindly let me know what is the smallest size school the Board assists in building ….
the place is sadly in want of one.”
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An official application from the people of Kangaroo Valley for the
establishment of a Public School followed on 1 7th July, 1868.
Two other schools were noted as being already in existence in the area, but
both were considered too far away to satisfy the requirements of the Kangaroo
Valley children. Cambewarra School was eight miles away across a mere bridle
track and Broughton Creek School was 12 miles away, although the road in this
case was much better. Moss Vale Railway Station was 25 miles away.
DISAGREEMENT OVER SITE DELAYS ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOL
On 16th September, 1868, Mr. Inspector Huffer recommended that the
Council entertain the application. Alick Osborne having already offered a school
site, it seemed likely that a school would be opened very soon. That the school did
not in fact open until 1871 can be attributed first to a disagreement between Mr.
Osborne and the inspector over the location of the site and delays and
interruptions to building construction working. Concerning the matter of the site:
Mr. Osborne originally offered a two-acre site on the side of the Broughton
Creek Road farthest away from the Kangaroo River. It was on the boundary line
between Mr. Osborne's property and Mr. Wiley's selection. Inspector Huffer
objected to the site. While making his inspection he had observed that the twoacre block on the opposite side of the road had a wider and therefore more
acceptable frontage. Once agreement had been gained on the inspector's choice a
committee was appointed to arrange for the erection of school premises. Alick
Osborne acted as Secretary and Walter Arthur Nugent as Treasurer. There was one
other member, Daniel McIlwrath. Plans were drawn up by the Council's architect
providing for schoolroom accommodation for 48 pupils (28' 6'' x 16') and a
teacher's residence, both in the same building. The latter was to contain only three
rooms: a sitting-room (13' x 12') adjacent to the schoolroom, a bedroom (13' x 12')
and a kitchen (13' x 10'). Construction materials included sawn slabs for the walls,
shingles for the roof and bricks for the foundations and chimneys. The total cost
was £212. In May, 1870, the builder, Christopher Binns, informed the Council that
he would not be able to complete his contract on schedule. “I would especially
mention the logs, by the late rains, of a kiln of bricks intended for the chimneys,”
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he said. In October it was “a severe fall from which I have been unable to work for
a month.”
The building was ready for occupation by 11th January, 1871.
Inspector Huffer examined the building on 23rd March and professed himself
well pleased with the standard of workmanship, but he had a few queries. Why had
the interstices between the slabs in the walls been covered on the outside with
cedar battens rather than plastered on the inside, and why had the steps at the
school's entrance been constructed of sawn planks instead of squared logs? All was
well however, as both modifications had been made with the approval of the local
committee. The second modification even had a humanitarian intention - to
preserve the children from the attacks of snakes which might after all become very
partial to the interior of steps made of squared logs. The Inspector also suggested
that the committee see to it that the log bridge over the Kangaroo River be
provided with a hand-rail. Other log bridges were also needed if some children
were going to be expected to attend the school, for the valley had many creeks and
two rivers. The committee promised to clear and fence the site and provide water
tanks.
THE SCHOOL OPENS - MR. HIRD HAS IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS
School opened on 1st April, 1871, with Thomas G. Hird, a middle-aged man, in
charge. He was rather disconcerted in the first week of lessons, when only eight
children enrolled, but by the end of the third week 27 had enrolled and he was
much happier. By February of the following year he was able to say that 55 children
were attending the school and he thought that the only great obstacle to a much
higher average attendance was the want of bridges. Was not it now time that the
school buildings be completed? The eaves had never been closed. Opposums and
other objects had been known to exploit the situation by entering the building
during the night or in cold windy weather. Birds sometimes flew about the
schoolroom during lessons and the draught from the eaves made it quite
impossible to keep a lamp alight. The whole structure still remained unpainted and
was getting “injured” for want of it. Seating accommodation amounted to six forms
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and six desks - hardly enough for 55 children. What was required in Mr. Hird's
opinion was a 14' extension to the schoolroom, more schoolroom furniture, a
verandah and two extra rooms for the residence.
The Council of Education was not prepared to provide all the money for these
improvements. It expected the local committee to take the initiative if the work
was necessary. Hird rather unwisely made a number of the improvements at his
own expense: Additional forms, a porch for the school, guttering, and for the
residence verandah and extra room. It was some time before he was reimbursed by
the Council. Indeed the question arose as to whether the Council was even legally
obliged to foot the bill. It was not until 1875 that the Council of Education accepted
the full financial responsibility for buildings on public school sites.
The first local board was appointed on 16th July, 1872.
The members were:
ALICK OSBORNE
Gentleman
C. E.
DANIEL McILWRATH
Freehold Farmer
Pres.
ARTHUR HOOD NUGENT
Freehold Farmer
C.E.
ROBERT BARNIER
Storekeeper
C.E.
RICHARD BINNS
Farmer
C.E
Two years still remained to Hird as teacher of Kangaroo Valley Public School.
In this time his problems grew until at length they were quite insurmountable. It
should be remembered however, that the upsets he had to cope with were
indicative of the age rather than being peculiar to the Kangaroo Valley.
First Hird complained that “most of the people here, are unable to either
read, or write, and do not consider the education of their children to be as valuable
as the help they get from them – hence they are kept at home to assist on the
slightest pretence and come very irregularly. It is a source of regret to me to have
sometimes only three or four children present” … which … “tends to defeat any
regular course of instruction.”
Then it was:
“I have for some time been much discouraged by the very irregular and low
attendance. I should have applied for a “removal, but I did not want to incur the
cost”.
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After this he complained that
“The Local Patrons do nothing, they have not yet hung the bell, sent by the
Council almost two years since, and some of the people hardly know there is a
school”.
Finally it was:
“In country schools, I always find one individual, or two, ready to dictate to
teachers.” Evidently it was true. One settler for instance had withdrawn his children
from the school after he and the teacher had had an argument at the Debating
Class. The question under discussion had been whether the sword or the pen had
the greatest influence on the nation. A storekeeper had withdrawn his children
after Hird's son-in-law had opened a store which took some of his business.
SCHOOL FEES
A common school fee was recommended by Inspector D. S. Hicks on 26th
August, 1876 for Kangaroo Valley Public School, Cambewarra, Wattamolla and
Barrengarry. Even though the legal position was that it was the prerogative of each
school board to decide on a school fee rate that was within the paying capacity of
parents, in this case Inspector Hicks thought that the schools in question were so
close together that a difference in fee rates would lead to ill-feeling.
One child was to pay 6d„ per week.
Two children from the same family were each to pay 4d. per week.
Each additional child from the same family was to pay 3d. per week.
THE SCHOOL BECOMES A COMMUNITY CENTRE
It was mentioned in 1876 that the school had been used for public purposes
over a period of several years for the following reasons:
(a) For Balls.
(b) Twice by Mr. Richards of Cambewarra.
(c) Twice by a troupe of minstrels and conjurors.
(d) Once by a Phrenological lecturer.
(e) By Mr. O'Hara for a private quadrille party.
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On 30th January, 1882, the teacher,
Mr. Bell, wrote:
Sir,
“I have the honour to inform you that
on Saturday last one of the uprights of
the end of the schoolroom gave way
and fell into the school.”
On 12th May, the complaint was:
“that owing to the decay of the
foundations the posts supporting the
end door have sunk so low, that it is
impossible to open and shut the
door.”
Mr. Richard Bell, Principal – 1881 - 1889

Remnants of the Original School
Building
“Apparently, a portion of the
timber of the original school was
not to the taste of termites, nor
did it succumb to the ravages of
dry rot, as they are still in service
in the walls of the skillion
section of this old building on
“Noggarah”, the property of Mr.
Neil Boomer.
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In similar vein: on 3rd August, 1892 an application was received from Mr. J. S.
Armstrong to hold a Magic Lantern in the school. Highlights of the evening were to
be “The Zulu War, portrayed with realistic effects …. Arctic Regions, Voyage of the
‘Alert’ and ‘Discovery’ . . . And numerous views of the Old Country.”
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ACT OF 1880 BRINGS CHANGES
Over the next few years the school's most serious problem was to do with the
inadequacy of the school buildings. It should be emphasised however, that the
period was one of great expansion in public education. The Public Instruction Act of
1880 made elementary schooling compulsory. This in itself put a tremendous strain
on public resources. So many schools across the face of a huge land mass were
needed. It comes as no surprise therefore that many buildings were erected at
small cost but great shoddiness.
In December, 1880 a Government Medical Officer reported that the Kangaroo
Valley Public School was too small for the number of pupils attending. A total of 67
children were enrolled and the average attendance was 40. In September, 1881 the
average attendance was 44.0. A petition from the people of Kangaroo Valley asked
for a new school, the main objections to the existing building being:
a) “That the present buildings are in such a dilapidated state in consequent
of the ''Dry Rot'' and ''White Ants'' having completely destroyed and
eaten away the foundations, that they are not only unfit for School
purposes, but endanger the lives of the Teacher and Pupils.”
b) “That in several places the Uprights are falling away from foundations”.
c) “That the accommodation is altogether inadequate during the Summer
months.”
Inspector O'Byrne's comment:
“As I intend to be working in the Kangaroo River School the week, after next, I
do not want to run any risk of the school falling on me “
PETITION FOR NEW BUILD|NG
A further petition asked for new buildings on a new site. It was stated that
more children would be able to attend if the site was moved eastward to a
Government reserve of 70 acres with a frontage to the main South Road. It was
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claimed that the old school was too close to a Public House and slaughtering yard
“which cannot be conducive to children's health or morals”.
Inspector O'Byrne rejected this proposal. The old site was central, he claimed,
and a removal to the suggested place would encroach on the Kangaroo River
School territory.
There was another problem, the maintenance of a hygienic supply of fresh
water. In 1880 two iron tanks were provided after several children had contracted
a fever. It was suspected by local parents, and a Government Medical Officer
agreed, that the water in an underground concrete tank was contaminated. This
tank, having been thoroughly cleaned out, was used again, this time with tragic
results. On 21st May, 1891, the Hon. J. H. Carruthers, Minister for Public
Instruction, wrote:
“I was at Kangaroo Valley on Thursday last, attending the funeral of Mr. Charles
Wood, late Schoolmaster at that place. I ascertained that Mr. Wood died of
typhoid fever. The opinion expressed by the medical man, who attended him
and by residents in the locality, is that he contracted the disease through
inhaling bad vapours arising from the underground tank recently cleaned out.
The tank was found to be defective, a crack being discovered in the cement
flooring. The pipes leading from the main building into the tank were also
defective and crossed immediately underneath earthenware pipes, with clay
joints but imperfectly made, running from the sink at the back of the residence
towards the street … They (the parents) say that after prolonged dry weather,
when the water in the tank is low, it is strongly impregnated with bad smelling
and deleterious matter, but after heavy rains, when the tank is full, the water
loses its bad taste, and for some time past it has been used for drinking
purposes by the children attending the school: that in consequence of the use
of the bad water, several of the children have suffered from the same
complaint as that which carried off Mr. Wood”.
A deputation of parents led by Mr. J. W. Kirkley asked for a water supply to be
pumped from Kangaroo Creek into two overhead 400 gallons tanks Another
request was that the school should be closed for a month and that relief should be
given to Mrs. Wood who had been left destitute.
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SCHOOL FOR ABORIGINES
It is recorded that in 1890 an Aboriginal missionary, Hughie Anderson, ran a
school at an Aboriginal camp about one mile from Kangaroo Valley Public School.
Anderson put Frank Foster, an intelligent half-caste of 19 years of age, in charge.
He had gained an education at Maloga Mission Station. The schoolroom was made
of bark and covered with blankets. However, there was a surveyors tent nearby
which could be used. Anderson then proposed to remove the camp to where there
would be more cultivable land. In June, 1890, he returned to Victoria and the
school went out of existence.
THE NEW (PRESENT) SCHOOL COMPLETED
A new school was completed in February, 1885. Classroom accommodation
was provided for 80 children in a schoolroom and 40 in a classroom. It was built of
stone. The residence was right next door and contained four rooms and a kitchen.
There was a covered way connecting the two buildings. The old building which was
some distance from the new, was used as a washhouse and bathroom for a
number of years. When it was demolished in 1895, a new washhouse, bathroom
and kitchen was added onto the back of the house. Extensions consisting of a new
room and verandah were added to the front of the residence in 1919.
In 1892, the playground was enlarged after 1 acre 28 perches had been
bought from Mr. G. Tate. In 1933, Miss Randall offered to purchase part of the
school site which was not being used, but the offer was declined.
At times there has been an assistant teacher at the school For instance, on 3rd
March, 1891, Miss Jane Dillon, of Sassafras, was appointed temporary assistant.
The demolition of the classroom was a topic under discussion in 1924. The average
attendance was 50 in April, 1927, and an application was made for an assistant
teacher.
The average attendance was 77.6 in 1955. There were 88 children enrolled in
1969.
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LIST OF PRINCIPALS
NAME

DATE OF APPOINTMENT

THOMAS HIRD
MR. A. McNIVEN
JAMES BIRCH
THOMAS HICKEY
RICHARD BELL
CHARLES WOOD
GEORGE MAQUIRE
HERBERT LANGLEY
HERBERT LANGLEY
CHARLES RAYMOND
SAMUEL GURNEY
JAMES BURRELL
WALTER WALL
WALTER KEBBY
A. A. McGUINNESS
HUGH KIDDLE
JOSEPH HOLMAN
WILLIAM FRASER (relieving)
PATRICK TYNAN
ERNEST LAWRENCE
ROBERT McBLANE (relieving)
ALBERT TEMPLETON
LOUIS HILL
JOHN THOMSON
RUSSELL BELL
ERNEST MALLETT
MAXWELL SMITH
GEOFFREY WILLIAMS

1st April,
7th April,
16th April,
7th November,
29th April,
15th May,
19th May,
29th May,
29th December,
14th July,
4th April,
18th January,
29th December,
10th April,
9th January,
18th January,
30th March,
9th June, 1926 to 12th August,
23rd May,
12th September,
18th February, 1936 to 6th April,
23rd March,
23rd September,
7th December,
29th January,
12th June,
2nd February,
1st February,
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1871
1874
1875
1879
1881
1890
1891
1891
1894
1897
1893
1905
1909
1922
1919
1922
1926
1926
1929
1929
1936
1936
1937
1937
1952
1957
1960
1966
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Bendeela Public School

SCHOOLS OF THE VALLEY
The Free Selection Act of 1861, brought an influx of settlers into Kangaroo
Valley.
Up till that time there were only two large landholders, their employees, and
some cedar cutters in the district and with the increased population the need for a
public school became acute. For some time a private school for the nearby children
had been conducted by Mrs. W. A. Nugent.
In the later 6O's, with 100 children of school age in the Valley, the movement
got under way, when the Education Authorities, after rejecting Ben Osborne's offer
of land at Tierney's Hill, accepted Alick Osborne's gift of land on which the school
remains to the present time. This location was in the township.
In 1871, the school was erected. Built of sawn slabs for the walls, shingles for
the roof and bricks for the foundations and chimneys, it contained a schoolroom
for 48 children, (28' 6'' x 16'), a sitting room, bedroom and kitchen. The total cost
was £212.

22

KANGAROO VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL CENTENARY

1871 - 1971

Barrengarry Public School

Mr. T. J. Hird, having walked with his family from Moss Vale to take up this
appointment, opened the school with eight pupils on 3rd April, 1871, as recorded
by the Shoalhaven News and Town & Country Journal.
For some months the attendance was poor, because of continued wet
weather and no bridges for the children to cross the river and numerous creeks.
A school board was appointed in July 1872, by the Government to manage the
domestic affairs of the school and comprised:- Alick Osborne, Daniel McIlwrath,
Arthur W. Nugent, Robert Barnier and Richard Binns.
In 1873, the enrolment had increased to 46.
This school functioned until 1880, when the Government Medical Officer
reported the school was too small for the 67 pupils attending. A petition from the
Kangaroo Valley residents asked for a new school.
In 1884, a school of dressed stone, quarried on the river bank, was built.
The old school was sold and removed in 1885 by Patrick Maguire and erected
as a hall at the east end of the village. This building was then known as “The Union
Hall” and was used for dances and entertainments for many years. A Dramatic
Society was formed and there raised funds for the first school library.
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Upper Kangaroo River

When a larger hall (Campbells) was built at the west end of the township, the
Union Hall then became a cordial factory. In 1931, it was again dismantled and
erected as a dwelling. Once more in the 1940's, it was purchased by Mr. Hill and reerected on his property at Bendeela, now owned by Mr. Neil Boomer.
During the 80's there were large enrolments and the eight small schools
within the Valley, viz. Barrengarry, Bendeela, Jerrunga, Beaumont, Wattamolla,
Budgong, Kangaroo River and Kangaroo River Upper (Hillcrest), as well as the
Kangaroo Valley School were well established.
The Osborne estate had many tenant farmers with large families and these
with the greater number of free settlers kept the schools filled.
At the turn of the century, rabbits had invaded and played havoc in the
district, as a result a number of settlers left for the northern parts of the State
where the “bunny” had not yet arrived.
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Beaumont Public School, closed 1950 – The school building was transferred
to Kangaroo Valley Public School where it has been in use as a classroom for
approximately 15 years.

Then came the 1914-18 War, which took a lot of young men who would
probably have settled in the Valley. The motor transport was also making its
presence felt.
Gradually, between the two wars, the enrolments decreased in the smaller
schools and soon all were closed but Kangaroo River Upper and Kangaroo Valley.
Children travelled on horseback, bikes and milk lorries to attend the central
school but this was most unsatisfactory. This situation brought the need for
transport for the children from the outlying areas.
In 1951, a bus service was started by W. Lawson – now conducted by E.
Chittick - the Department of Education defraying the cost of fares.
Naturally there was an upward surge of enrolments at Kangaroo Valley School
and the disused Beaumont building was dismantled and erected in the Kangaroo
Valley School grounds as an additional classroom in 1952.
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A typical Valley picnic at the turn of the century

Of the other schools within the mountains, Barrengarry opened in 1874 and
closed in 1930. For a period it became a subsidised school.
Bendeela opened in 1876 - closed in 1926, after being what was known as a
“half-time” school for some years.
Jerrunga opened in 1890 and closed in 1920.
Beaumont opened in 1877 and closed in 1950.
Wattamolla opened in 1880 and closed in 1950.
Budgong opened in 1884 and closed in 1929.
Kangaroo River opened in 1876 and closed in 1916.
Kangaroo River Upper opened in 1888 - first as a provisional school - then as a
public school in 1913, as a “half-time” school in 1915, a provisional school in 1916 it closed for six years and was re-opened in 1941,
An annual picnic was a feature of the school life in this area and great
gatherings enjoyed lunch and games in the delightful picnic area.
The old school bell rang for the last time at the end of the 1969 school term
and is now in the care of the Kangaroo Valley Historical Society and the children are
conveyed by Les Doidge's bus to the Kangaroo Valley School.
Now in the centenary of the opening of the first school in Kangaroo Valley, the
complete circle has come and Kangaroo Valley is back to where it started with one
school-but with what a difference! An enrolment of 86 pupils, a fine old building of
dressed stone equipped with such amenities as a piano, 16mm movie projector,
T.V. set, automatic duplicator, typewriter, radiogram, refrigerator, reading
laboratories, library and numerous teaching aids, drawing a sharp contrast to the
harsh educational conditions of the original school.
A very active and progressive Parents & Citizens' Association assists in keeping
this modern school up to date.
- EDITH CHITTICK
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Achievements Board – Centenary Year

THE CENTENARY YEAR
The Centenary Year has been, indeed an eventful one. It would seem that the
pupils of the Centenary Year, appreciating the historic significance of the year,
endeavoured to excel, to bring honour upon Their School. Undoubtedly, the pupils
of one hundred years ago and those who have passed through this School would
agree that this has been an eventful year.
The Achievements Board, featured above, records the highlights of the year's
accomplishments.
In the academic field, Barry King's award of a Junior Secondary Bursary stands
as one of the few achieved by pupils of this School. Successful applicants to
Hurlstone Agricultural High School were John Smart and Andrew Mclntosh.
Under the instruction of Miss Cundy and Miss McLaren, The School Choir
successfully contested the Third Class Schools Division for School Choirs at the
Nowra Eisteddfod, bringing home the St. Michael's P. & F. Shield.
In the field of sport, a deal of pride can be derived not only from the victories
gained but also from the calibre of sportsmanship displayed.
In team events, the outstanding achievements were, the girls’ victory, without
a defeat, in the Senior Girls Division of the Winter Sports Competition, followed by
the success of reaching the finals in the Nowra Basketball Competition in the Girls
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12 years of age Division.
Not to be outdone, the boys under 10 years and under 12 years football
teams reached the finals in both divisions of the District Junior Rugby League
Competition.
Here, credit must be paid to parents, without whose cooperation these
avenues of sport would not have been open to the children.
In the field of athletics, the pupils of the School excelled, perhaps achieving a
record in the School's history in the field of athletics. Awards won at the District
Sports Carnival included - Senior Boys’ Relay; Senior Girl Champion (Denise
Partridge); Senior Boy Champion (Raymond Hayward ); Girls’ Aggregate Point
Score; Boys’ Aggregate Point Score; Champion Third Class School (for the 2nd year
in succession); The Aggregate Point Scoring School; and Champion of Champions
Shield won by Denise Partridge. Denise, outstanding in the Long Jump Event won
by setting a new record for this event in Nowra; again winning and setting a record
for this event at the Zone Sports at Wollongong, as well as setting a record for Girls
12 years 100 metres sprint event; to culminate her efforts Denise went on to
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Sydney to win the State title in the Senior Girls’ Long Jump with a leap of 5.96
metres (16' 3½''). This certainly was a proud year in the field of athletic
achievement.
School enrolment at the commencement of the year stood at 86, down
somewhat on recent years. But with the expected commencement of the Water
Board's project during the year, this should herald not only prospects of increased
enrolment but also a new phase in the School's history.
The Staff for 1971 comprises - Miss D. Cundy: in charge of Kindergarten and
1st Class; Miss A. Wagstaff: in charge of 2nd, 3rd and 4th Classes and the Principal,
th
Mr. G. Williams, in charge of 5 and 6t'h Classes.
This item would not be complete till due tribute was paid to the Parents &
Citizens’ body and the parents of the pupils in general for their ready and willing
co-operation and efforts, so important in the smooth functioning of the School,
such support which is not taken for granted but looked upon as a traditional,
invaluable function of the Parent Body.
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ENROLMENT – 1971
Back Row (Ieft to right) : G. Smart ( School Captain ), N . Hayward, D. Mangold, R. Graham, T.
Creed, J. Williams K. Doidge, K. McArthur, B. Arnold (School Captain), D. Parrish, D.
McKinnon, G. Lidbetter, D. Quintal, C. Arnold, M. Mangold.
Second Back: Miss A. Wagstaff, G. Wilson, J. Jarrett, G. Parrish, D. Lacey, A. Williams, M.
Jarrett, D. Walker, D. Hindman, T. Jackson, S. Mclntosh, J. King, R. Rebbeck, E. Doidge,
Mr. G. Williams.
Third Back: Miss D. Cundy, C. Creed, G. James, D. Smart, N. Rebbeck, D. Nelson, T. Parrish, A.
Carey, S. Walker, J. Tanimu, R. Spilsted, W. Smart, J. Neville, M. Mangold, V. Wilson
Fourth Back: D. Smart, B. Larkins, P. Wilson, P. Wilson, J„ Good, V. Winch, P. Creed, D.
Jarrett, G. Arnold, D. Nelson, B. McIntosh, I. Lidbetter, J. Wilson, B. Jackson, P.
Mangold, M. Wilson.
Second Front: R. Tanimu, S. Nelson, M. Wilson, M. Nelson, A. Jarrett, G. Chittick, D. Wilson,
R. Ible, P. Bruem, G. Jarrett, C. Warran, R Good, J. Tanimu.
Front Row: T. Wilson, M. Larkins, T. Nelson, R. Bruem, S. Wilson, D. Parrish, S. Larkins, L.
Selby, H. Mairinger, K. Nixon, D. Mclntosh P. Carey.
Absent: N. James. J. Milham, D. Milham.
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PROGRAMME FOR CENTENARY
FRIDAY, 2nd APRIL, 1971.
11.45 a.m.
12.15 p.m.

Luncheon.
Reception of Official Visitors.
Address by Mr. R. T. Knowles, Shire Clerk, representing the Shire President, Clr.
W. P. Ryan.
Cutting of Centenary Cake by Senior Ex-Pupil.
1.30 p.m.
Adjourn to School.
Introduction by Chairman ( Mr. R. Smart).
OFFICIAL OPENING OF CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS and unveiling of Plaque by
Mr. I. C. Young, B.Ec. Area Director of Education, South Coast Area.
Prayer: Rev. R. McEwen.
Hymn: School Choir.
Appreciation: Principal: Mr. G„ Williams
District Inspector of Schools: Mr. L. E. Phelps, B. A. M.Ed.
School Captains: Geoffrey Smart and Barbara Arnold.
Conclusion:
M r. R. Smart (Presentation of Reference Library).
National Anthem.
Inspection of School.
3.30 till 5.00p.m. Kangaroo Valley Historical Society's Museum, “Nugent House”, will be open
for inspection.
FRIDAY NIGHT, 2nd APRIL, 1971.
At the School of Arts, Kangaroo Valley - Historical Society – Display of Historic Documents,
Photographs, Slides etc.
Previous programme indicated that Sydney Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and
Drainage Board would display models, etc. of their proposed water storage project Unfortunately the Water. Board now finds that it is unable to display this project.
SATURDAY, 3rd APRIL, 1971
11.00 a.m. Picnic Lunch at School - Hot Dogs, Devonshire Teas, etc.
12.00 noon Float Procession.
Fete to follow lunch.
3.15 p„m.
Football Match at Osborne Park
Barbecue Tea (conducted by Apex Club) next to Majringer's Garage.
8.00 p.m.
Dance - School of Arts Hall
SUNDAY, 4th April, 1971.
10.00 a.m.-12.30 p.m. “Nugent House”, open for inspection
1.30 p.m.
Combined Church Worship - School of Arts
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The publication of this Centenary Souvenir Booklet was made possible by the
generosity of advertisers and donors as listed below. The members of the
Centenary Celebrations Committee take this opportunity not only acknowledging
this financial support but also expressing their gratitude.
L. Hayward - Barrengarry.
E. J. Good - Grazier, Kangaroo Valley.
G. Lloyd – “Friendly Inn” - Kangaroo Valley.
Franz Mairinger - Kangaroo Valley Service Station.
D. R. Nelson & Sons - Livestock Carriers - Kangaroo Valley.
E. W. Chittick - School Bus Proprietor - Kangaroo Valley.
C. H. & E. A. Dent - General Store - Kangaroo Valley.
Ross Nelson - Livestock Carrier - Kangaroo Valley.
Mrs. E. M. Synold - Kangaroo Valley.
Mrs. B. Nixon - Wattamolla.
A. E. Good - General Store - Barrengarry.
Henderson & O'Donohoe - General Store - Kangaroo Valley
Ray James - Bakery - Kangaroo Valley.
Ray Bishop's Seed Store - Nowra.
Rudder Motors - Nowra.
Moorhouse Pty. Ltd. - Farm Machinery, Bomaderry.
Globe Dry Cleaners - Nowra.
McLean Ford - Nowra.
Otto Abbott - Veterinary Surgeon - Nowra.
P. Walsh & Sons - Hardware Store, Nowra.
F. A. Wallace & Son - Auctioneer, Moss Vale.
A. J. Campbell & Son Pty. Ltd. - Auctioneer, Nowra.
Lawrence Motors - Holden Agency, Nowra.
Daryl Atkins - Butcher, Berry.
Berry Pharmacy - Berry.
Sussex Inlet Transport - Nowra.
A. Morison - Fabric Centre, Nowra.
Comfort Shoe Store Pty. Ltd. - Nowra.
Geoff Williams - Jeweller, Nowra.
Dainty Lingerie - Nowra.
Reg Legge - Nowra.
T. Basha & Son Pty. Ltd. - Furniture Store, Nowra.
Globe Dry Cleaners - Nowra.
Advanx Tyre Service - Nowra.
P. Maguire - Men's Wear Store, Nowra
Nowra Motors - Garage, Nowra.
Stacy Men's Wear - Nowra.
Reid & Herne - General Merchants, Bomaderry.
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