The Selby Rock
or
The 25 tonne Rock that came to the
Pioneer Museum, Kangaroo Valley
August 1975

The Selby Rock

The Selby Rock, a huge 25 tonne rock containing fossils, was upended by
Bill Selby on Mr. John Walker’s property Clinton Park in Kangaroo Valley. The
rock came from the north escarpment of Kangaroo Valley 260 metres above
sea level and 150 metres above Brogers Creek (a tributary of the Kangaroo
River). The Rock was brought safely down the hillside and transported to the
Pioneer Museum in Kangaroo
Valley.
John Rebbeck devised the
method for its removal and
transport. Many engineering
experts had stated that it would
be impossible to move the rock
without its cracking along a
prominent fissure.
Section showing discovery site of Selby Rock +

Rock discovery site +

+ diagrams by John Griffith
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Discovery of the Rock
The Rock was upended by Bill Selby on the 4th April 1975. Bill at once
recognised the features and left it standing in a near vertical position. One
more push by his dozer and the Rock would have toppled over and down the
mountain side and been lost forever. It is a tribute to Bill’s sense that he
realised what a magnificent find he had made. It is equally commendable that
John Walker, the property owner, agreed to make a gift of the Rock to the
Kangaroo Valley Historical Society. John Walker was much concerned that
the Rock should not be damaged in any way whilst being transported to the
Pioneer Museum as there was already a major crack across the Rock.

Mr John Walker (Clinton Park) and John Griffith (Kangaroo Valley Historical Society) point
out the crack in the Rock and discuss moving Rock issues.
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Nowra News August 1975

Report from the Nowra News April 1975
A massive 20-ton rock composed entirely
of fossils, described a “unique in Australia and
possibly the world”, has been accidently
discovered at Kangaroo Valley.
The huge rock is estimated to be more than
200 million years old.
It has been described as “incredible”. The
discovery was made on Mr John Walker’s
property near where a 3-ton rock containing
fossils was found some time ago.
The Rock is now on display at the Pioneer
Museum Farm in Kangaroo Valley.
The latest find was made when Mr Bill Selby
was clearing bush from land on the mountain
side.
His equipment upended the great Rock.

Page 4

ONLY PART
Local residents, led by Professor John Griffith
examined the rock, only to find that the
unearthed specimen was only part of the original
composite.
Experts believe that a rock of similar size is
still in the ground.
Dr Tony Wright of the Department of Geology,
University of Wollongong claims the find is
“Unique in Australia”.
Other leading men in their field are expected
to come to the area soon to view the rock which
contains thousands of fossils.
About 300 sea fossils are visible on the oval
object.
“FANTASTIC”
Describing the discovery as “fantastic”
Professor Griffith said it related to what is known
as the Kosciusko Uplift.
‘During the uplift this part of Australia was
lifted out of the sea during a great recession of
water.
The area now known as Kangaroo Valley was
a large plateau under the sea.
The land was the shell-strewn on the sea-bed.
Later the plateau emerged from the sea and
erosion started.
"Water over millions of years steadily wore
down softer parts of the land-mass to produce
the valley and its many side-valleys as we know
them today.''
Professor Griffith explained how the animal
shells were turned into stone.
“When an animal was buried under heavy
layers of sand, which subsequently became sandstone, it died and rotted away leaving a cavity or
mould exactly the same size and shape as the
animal itself. Later extremely hot, molten matter
entered the mould and solidified when it got
cold.”
Professor Griffith said a move would be made
shortly to have the huge stone brought down
from the mountain and placed on display in the
Pioneer Farm.
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Location
Map of the part of Kangaroo Valley
showing the site where the Selby Rock
was found on John Walker’s property,
Clinton Park.
The Selby Rock was discovered at 800
feet (245 metres) Above Sea Level (ASL).

Selby Rock discovery site

Moving Issues
After seeking advice the next move
was to obtain idea as to how it could be
safely brought down the mountain side
and transported to the Museum Park.
Several leading engineers (Snowy
Mountains
Corporation;
Citra
Constructions Pty Ltd) viewed the Rock
but
reached
rather
pessimistic
conclusions. It was hoped moving could
be done with a crane. But the verdict was
“the crane that could lift it couldn’t get
up here and the the crane that could
get up here couldn’t lift it” At first the
difficulties appeared insoluble. Even the
Navy at HMAS Albatross was consulted in
the hope that a helicopter might do thc
job. But 25 tonnes was far too heavy.
Thereafter many discussions were
held at the Friendly Inn. Out of these
emerged the following method suggested
by John Rebbeck.
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The Selby Rock size and hillside position +
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The Rebbeck Solution
The essence of John Rebbeck’s most
brilliant idea was "simplicity'' using a
three step procedure.
Stage 1: trussing or packaging as
shown in the diagram.
In practice this was still further
simplified by our use of a forked log.

++

Stage.2: The creation of a road below
the R0CK. As shown here, this
necessitated very careful removal of
earth at section (a) and building up of
level at section (b) to an overall width of
about 5 metres to allow the low loader
access.

++

Stage 3: Moving the Selby Rock from the
vertical position to the horizontal position
onto a low loader.

++ diagrams by John Griffith

++
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The Day we moved the Selby Rock
The Rock was found on the 4th April 1975 and
moved from its mountain position to the Pioneer
Farm Museum on Saturday 17th August 1975. The
intervening period was occupied in part obtaining
expert opinions on the value of the Rock and in
devising the Rebbeck method and also waiting for
suitable fine weather.
In June 1975 Kangaroo Valley experienced one
of the worst storms in living memory, The Upper
Kangaroo River pedestrian suspension was
Stage 1 trussing up the Rock
wrecked and the concrete road bridge across
Brogers Creek to Clinton Park was under water for
several days. This latter bridge was essential to
transport the Rock out from Clinton Park to
Pioneer Farm Museum.
At last, early in August when it seemed that the
worst was over it was decided to attempt the move
on August 17th.
One enthusiast was on the site at 6:00am, dawn.
There was a very heavy mist, When Bill Selby came
soon after he had great difficulty in getting the lowloader to the appropriate position at about 220
View above Rock (tip in centre of photo)
metres above sea level. The ground was still very
wet when the “trussing experts” arrived but the
operation then began in earnest.
At 11:00am the sun broke through, the ground
began to dry out and it was possible to start stage 2
of the operation i.e. excavating a road below the
Rock for the low-loader.
Other machinery arrived; a tractor, a bulldozer
and back hoe. The machines came with willing
helpers and interested observers. Most important
to the operation were “the ladies” who boiled
billies, made tea and provided a great and very
welcome barbecue.
The morning passed and Stage 3 was
commenced in the afternoon. starting at 2:00pm
and finished it at 3:15pm. The last ten minutes
were the worst when there was a minimum
amount of control and the huge low loader almost
dropped off the track. The planning and the
execution came to a successful conclusion and
there was a mighty cheer of joy and relief which
replaced the fears and tension.
The Rock was nudged in place on the loader.
Stage 3 Lowering the Rock onto low loader
The bulldozer got behind the low loader to keep it
in place and a slow procession of happy people followed the Rock to the road, and
with flashing lights before and aft, proceeded to the Museum Park.
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Final stage: Lowering Rock onto trailer of low loader.
Front end of low loader. 2:00pm, Rock is just beginning to be lowered. Bottom
right is the dirt road Bill Selby excavated earlier in the day.

The Rock being lowered onto the low loader
To ensure the Rock did not fracture and in the interests of safety, the lowering of
the Rock took place “inch by inch”. This was possible by the use of the “Trifor”
kindly lent by Citra Constructions Pty Ltd. This was anchored about 30 metres away
from the Rock on the mountainside. Each forward and reverse movement of the
operating lever released an inch or two of the 80 metre hawser, and so slowly but
surely the Rock was let down onto the low loader
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The Selby Rock on the low loader at the hillside site.

The Rock safely down the hillside.
Nearing the gate at the bottom of the hill near the exit road, about 120 metres
blow the original location of the Rock. Note the dozer at the rear. This had been
holding the load back all the way down the track. The last part of the journey was
the 10 kilometres to the Pioneer Museum which included crossing the Hampden
suspension Bridge. A 10 hour day successfully relocating the 25 tonne Rock.
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The Selby Rock arrives at the Pioneer Museum Park

Surface photograph of Selby Rock

Surface photograph of Selby Rock

Examination of the Selby Rock showed fossils of:





Bivalves – Brachiopods
Clams, Mussels, Oysters and Snails – Molluscs
Feather Stars – Crinoids
Corals (Number 16)
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From the Nowra News – 20th August 1975
Thanks to those who helped on the day and helped erect the rock at the Pioneer
Museum. Someone’s name is likely to be missed; to those apologies:
Bill Selby and his offsider Jim O’Connell
Pat Selby
John and Shirley Walker
Lindsay Walker – John’s uncle who was there on the 17th August
The Rebbecks (all thirteen) and especially Dorothy, Peter, Rodney, David and Mark
Garry and Janice Breum
John Edwards
Frank and Mrs Wilson and family
Gib Lidbetter
George Priddle
John and Ruth Griffith
Carl Egan from Nowra News (especially photographs)
Alec Field (Daily Telegraph and TV cameraman)
Doug Glass
Alf Olsauskas (Snowy Mountains Authority)
Jack Kracht (Citra Constructions)
Jerry Aubry (Citra Constructions)
Edith Chittick (President Kangaroo Valley Historical Society)
Museum Park Trust

Transcription pbd March 2020 from original cut and paste by John Griffiths
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